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  St. John UCC, 409 Park Avenue, PO Box 156, Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY     February 2021 
            

Pastor Shultz wanted to provide you with his message that was included in the 2020 

Annual Report.  Please read, reflect and pray about it. 

Dear members and friends of St. John United Church of Christ, 

It is a privilege to be able to write this first annual report as pastor of St. John UCC. Since the first 

Sunday I was invited to speak at this church I have been thankful for the warmth of your welcome 

and hospitality. Many of you have already shared with me how much of this church has meant to 

you in your life. In time, I hope to have some of those same feelings towards the members that 

make up St. John Church. This is an exciting time of anticipation and hope for what the future will 

bring to us in our 200th year of ministry. I consider myself blessed to be a part of this community, 

and I will do everything in my power to strengthen the church in every way possible. I am grateful 

for the service, dedication, and guidance of Chris Stevenson and the council members who have 

led the church through a necessary change of leadership last year. I believe that God certainly 

was a part of this process. 

Having been involved in this area since May 2019, I am fortunate to be able to hit the ground 

running being familiar with this community and the surrounding area. I look forward to meeting the 

members who have not yet been able to attend church. However this may take some time due to 

the pandemic that we continue to face. If anyone would like a call, I would be glad to come and 

see you. Feel free to send me an email, text, or give me a call to schedule. I also look forward to 

improving communications with our members and partners concerning activities and our financial 

status throughout the year. 

Whenever a new pastor assumes his or her position, one of the hurdles that he or she must 

carefully navigate is the relationship between continuity and change. I'm aware of that tension as I 

write to you, and of the importance of being ready to lead the church during this COVID 19 

pandemic. We must continue to practice social distancing and wearing masks, while preparing for 

the time when we will be able to have educational opportunities and fellowship on a regular basis. 

Through our time together, I hope to be able to raise up new leadership to join those who have 

been leading our church in the past. 

The church is also blessed to have many youth in attendance each week. They add much to our 

worship in attention and recently playing bells.  A number of members have indicated an interest 
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in supporting an active youth program. It is my hope and the help of others to provide many 

opportunities for personal and spiritual growth for these young people. This will truly be a team 

effort to make this happen. 

I believe that St. John UCC has been called to respond and lead with boldness in these very 

trying times. The future is uncertain. But what a tremendous opportunity this grants us to 

experiment, to question, and to grow in our faithfulness to God’s call on each of our lives. 

Following Jesus Christ has always been an adventure, and now it is our turn. I'm so glad to be 

taking this adventure with each of you and I look forward to wherever it will lead us. 

 

Onward in Faith Hope and Love, 

 

Jeff Shultz 

Pastor and Teacher 
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 February  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 1 Chron 9-11 
 

2 1 Chron 12-14 
 

3 1 Chron 15-17 
 

4 1 Chron 18-21 
 

5 1 Chron 22-24 
 

6 1 Chron 25-27 
 

7 1/2 Chron 28-1 
Altar Communion 
10:30am 

8 2 Chron 2-5 
 

9 2 Chron 6-8 
 

10 2 Chron 9-12 
 

11 2 Chron 13-17   
Consistory 
Meeting 6:30pm 

12 2 Chron 18-20 

 
13 2 Chron 21-24 

 

14 2 Chron 25-27 

Valentine’s Day 
15 2 Chron 28-31 

Presidents’ Day 
16 2 Chron 32-34 

 
17 2 Chron 35-36 

Ash Wednesday 

No services due 
to Covid-19 

18 Ezra 1-3 
 

19 Ezra 4-7 
 

20 Ezra 8-10 
 

21 Neh 1-3 
 

22 Neh 4-6 
 

23 Neh 7 
Epistle Items Due 

24 Neh 8-9 
Lent Service@ 
St. Paul’s 
Community 
Church in Mineral 
City 11:30am 

25 Neh 10-11 
 

26 Neh 12-13 
 

27 Est 1-5 
 

28 Est 6-10 
 

 
Communion Server for February 7th is Becky Miller 
Daily Bible Readings are listed for each day 
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February Birthdays 
 

2/10 – Doris Hans   2/17 – Jack Renner 
2/11 – Kaley Hamilton  2/21 – Carolyn Birk 
2/15 – George Rootring  2/24 – Mark Goudy 
2/16 – Noah Carpenter 

 
 

Liturgist Schedule 
2/7 – Dale Duerr 

2/14 – Becky Wolf 
2/21 – Gretchen Deubner 

2/28 – Carolyn Birk 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please remember the following in your 
prayers: 

 
 

All frontline/healthcare workers, 
Nila Baad, Terry Carpenter, Bob and Joyclin Ely, 
Bill Emley Sr., Pam Farnsworth, Leanna Freund, 
Barb Goldsmith, Helen Hall, Patty Hartman, Mark 
Hickman, Missy Jones, Thelma Morrison, Holly 
Myers, Jeanne Nalley, George Rootring, John 

and Wanda Stucky, Crystal Weaver 
 
 

Please contact the church office with any 
changes to the prayer list. 
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FEBRUARY CHURCH SERVICES 

There are several guidelines that will need to be followed in 

order to ensure the safety of the congregation during worship 

services.  If you have not received the guidelines by 

mail/email, please call the church office for a copy.  We are not 

providing bibles in the pews at this time, so please feel free to 

bring your own. 

2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

On Sunday, January 24th, our annual meeting was held.  2020 Annual Reports were handed out.  

If you have not received one, you may request it be emailed, sent by mail or by picking one up in 

the church office.   

THANK YOU 

Thank you for your recent donation to Share-A-Christmas.  We stand firm in 

believing that we will be able to make dreams become reality at Christmas.  As 

part of our donor community, you have shown time and again that our 2020 

theme is so very true…”Love is Caring & Sharing”. 

From, Your Share-A-Christmas committee 

CLOTHES CLOSET 

We were open on January 11 and had only two customers. Our 

receipts totaled a little over ten dollars because both customers 

told us to “keep the change” as a donation.  The people working 

at the Clothes Closet that day, Cathy F., Chris S., and Becky M., 

discussed whether or not we should be open as virus cases were 

increasing in Ohio. We decided to close until March.  Our next 

open date will be March 8th.  The Clothes Closet will be open by 

appointment for those in need of immediate help.  Please contact 

Cathy Fenstermaker or the church office to make an appointment.   
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LENT/EASTER SERVICES 

Ash Wednesday, February 17th, marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  Here is a list 

of upcoming services here and around the community. 

 

There will be no Ash Wednesday Service due to Covid-19. 

Lenten Service – Feb. 24th @ St. Paul’s Community Church in 

Mineral City 11:30am 

Lenten Service – Mar. 3rd @ Holy Trinity in Zoar 11:30am 

Lenten Service – Mar. 10th @ St. Paul’s Lutheran in Bolivar 

11:30am  

Lenten Service – Mar. 17th@ Bolivar UMC 11:30am 

Lenten Service – Mar. 24th @ St. John UCC 11:30am 

Palm Sunday Service – Mar. 28th @ St. John UCC 10:30am 

Lenten Service – Mar. 31st @ Bolivar Community Church 11:30am 

Easter Sunday Service – Apr. 4th @ St. John UCC 10:30am 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

On the monthly calendar, every day has a passage from the bible.  Follow this 

daily schedule and you will read the entire bible in one year!  The schedule will 

also be listed by the week in the Sunday Bulletin.   

 

PRAYER LIST/CARD MINISTRY 

Every week, our prayer list is updated to the best of our ability. 

Please notify the office if you have any additions, deletions or 

suggestions!  Remember the shut-ins and those on the prayer 

list.  “Thinking of you” cards, a note, or a telephone call means 

so much.  Contact the church office if you need addresses or 

phone numbers.   

 

CONSISTORY MEETING MINUTES – December 10, 2020 

Consistory meeting minutes will now be published AFTER they have been approved at the 

following months meeting. 

1) CALL TO ORDER – Chris Stevenson called meeting to order. 

In attendance: Chris Stevenson-President, Becky Wolf-VP, Becky Miller, Dale Duerr, 

Birdie Wilt, Kaley Hamilton-Secretary, Pastor Jeff Shultz 



The Epistle 

 

7 
 

2) PRAYER – Led by Pastor Jeff   

3) CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA – None 

4) CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS OF PREVIOUS MINUTES – Motion to accept Becky Wolf, 

Becky Miller 2nd, all in favor. 

5) APPROVAL/CORRECTIONS OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT – Motion to accept by 

Birdie Wilt, Becky Wolf 2nd, all in favor.  

6) PASTORS REPORT – Pastor Jeff would like to focus on meeting members of the 

congregation.  He also wants to focus on having clear communication in all avenues of 

the church.  He is very excited about being our new pastor.  He brought up the 

possibility of having church services broadcast through FM radio.  The church would 

need to purchase a transmitter.  This would start in 2021.  He will be working with Kaley 

to get new profile pages out to members to be filled out.   

7) CORRESPONDENCE  – None 

8) COMMITTEE REPORTS – Chris Stevenson gave an update on the Community 

Christmas/Basement Sale.  $1053 was final amount taken in and used to purchase DG 

gift cards to give out for TV Affordable Christmas. 

9) OLD BUSINESS – 

a. Dale replaced the spotlights outside. He will also contact an electrician if needed to 

fix the sign lights.  Becky Wolf made motion to approve and Becky Miller 2nd.  All in 

favor. 

b. There were no questions or concerns regarding the Congregational meeting that was 

held on December 6th. 

c. Christmas Eve Service Schedule was discussed.  

10) NEW BUSINESS –  

a. Consistory officers for 2021 were discussed.  Birdie Wilt made motion to keep 

officers the same as 2020.  Dale 2nd.  All in favor. 

b. Communion Serving Schedule for 2021 was decided. 

c. Discussed the possibility of restarting a church choir and adding the youth.  Dale will 

discuss with Carolyn Birk.  

NEXT MEETING:  January 14th, 2021 at 6:30p 

Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn by Dale Duerr, Becky Wolf 2nd the motion. 

Closing with the Lord’s Prayer 

Secretary 

Kaley Hamilton 
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