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Hello Family,

| hope you had a very Merry Christmas and looking forward to a great New Year. As | am
writing this article | am in between the two holidays but still thinking about Christmas.

Have you taken down your tree yet, packed away the ornaments and made a list in your
mind that next year you need some new lights and decorations? Are you still wondering what you
are going to do with all the left over cookies and desserts from your holiday gatherings?
Christmas Day is over and | see Walmart has their Valentine displays out already. Maybe you are
ready to move on and leave Christmas in your rear view mirror. | am not yet ready to move on
from Christmas.

Sometimes in my sermons | am really preaching to myself. That happened for me on
Christmas Eve. As | was thinking of what | wanted to say | made the point that Christmas is not
just a one day holiday. Jesus wasn’t born just so we could have one more day to celebrate. No,
He was born so He could change the world, and so He could change me. So | started thinking of
how | can keep living the life that Jesus came to bring me every day. | have noticed and maybe
you have too, that people are different around Christmas. They seem happier more kind and
more intentional about spending time with family and friends. Why does that need to change just
because Christmas Day is over? It doesn’t!

So | am have decided to live in the Christmas spirit a while longer. | want to live in the hope
of God’s promises. | want to be more joyful and give thanks for God’s everyday gifts of life and
people He has given me. | want to strive to be a peacemaker wherever | can and be intentional
about practicing forgiveness and offering grace just like Jesus did. And finally | want to be more
loving. The old adage says, “Charity begins at home.” In the King James Version of the Bible
they often interchange the words love and charity. Maybe love needs to begin at home where the
people know me best and | know them best and we know each other’s secrets and faults. Maybe
| can choose to love there first.

One more thing, | want to learn to live in the moment more. | don’t want to live in the past
as if my best days are behind me. And | don’t want to always be looking and planning for the
future either. Maybe today is going to be my best day ever.

When | was in high school | was in the choir and we performed the musical, “Mame”. |
remember a line from a song in that play, “O We need a little Christmas right this very minute, we
need a little Christmas now.” Maybe everyday can be lived as if it were Christmas. Just something
to think about.

-Pastor Don
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Fri Sat
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New Year’s Day
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Consistory Epiphany YEAR END Free Community
Member REPORTS DUE |Meal @ St. Paul
Installation/ Bible Study 10:30 TO KALEY 11:30am-1:00pm
Communion or 6:30pm
10:30am Consistory
Meeting 6:30pm
Youth Bible
Study 6:30pm
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Youth Bible Clothes Closet  |Bible Study 10:30
Study 6:30pm  [9:00am-12:0pm |or 6:30pm
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Meeting/ or 6:30pm Meal @ St. Paul |Due
Mission Lunch 11:30am-1:00pm
following worship
Youth Bible
Study 6:30pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Youth Bible Clothes Closet  |Bible Study 10:30
Study 6:30pm  [9:00am-12:0pm [or 6:30pm
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BIRTHDAY LIST

January 11 — Donna Perks
January 15 — Beth Carpenter
January 17 — Don Baad
January 22 — Diann Koch
January 30 — Ann Scott

PRAYER LIST/CARD MINISTRY

Every week, our prayer list is updated to the best of our ability. Please notify the office if you have
any additions, deletions or suggestions! Please remember those on the prayer list. “Thinking of
you” cards, a note, or a telephone call means so much. Contact the church office if you need
addresses or phone numbers.

Please remember the following in your prayers:

Cathy Birk, Karen Carling, Family of Bob Ely, Missy Jones, Carol Kinsey, Bonnie Lieser, Clare Stevenson,
Harper Szenderski, Mayson White and family
College Students: Corinne Hamilton (Savannah College of Art and Design), Leah Hamilton (University of
Findlay), Maggie Hamilton (Ohio State University - ATI), Colin Kuharich (The Ohio State University),
Mia Kuharich (Ohio University), Max McCoy (West Liberty University)

BIBLE STUDY
Adult Bible Study is being held every Tuesday. Sessions will be held at 10:30am and 6:30pm.
Please come when it is most convenient for you.

Cassie Brown continues to lead a Youth Bible Study every Sunday for grades 7-
12. This study is held in the Parlor and begins at 6:30pm.

All are invited to join the fun!
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

ANNUAL The annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 18, 2026.
CONGREGATIONAL We will meet after worship service for this meeting to go over the
annual report. All committee reports are due to the office by January
7",

MEETING

MISSION LUNCH

v /|{©®
On Sunday January 18™, the Mission Committee will be hosting a LUNCH ‘
luncheon to thank our very generous congregation for their support and L uudy
donations throughout the year. Please join us after the Annual Meeting LHURCH

for a delicious lunch.

CLOTHES CLOSET

| did not write a Clothes Closet Article for December so | will try
to catch up in this January Issue.
On October 27" we had 10 customers and receipts of a little
TL\{E_‘G{L\ES over $54. On November 10" we had 11 customers and receipts of
Clﬂﬁfit about $71. In December, we were open on our regular Monday and
also on Saturday the 13"". Being open on the Saturday of the
Affordable Christmas Project at Tusky Valley Schools is always a busy day for us and brings in
new customers. Our receipts for all of December totaled $239 from 28 customers. A special thank
you to the extra help we had on Saturday: Becky Wolf, Kate and Coco Hamilton, and Natalie (a
friend of Kate.)

On our open days in October, November, and December, all of our regular helpers were
there on one or more days. In November, we had help from Peggy Lee (whom | have added to
our list of regulars) and Betsy from Utah!

We also gave free clothing to people in emergency situations, and to a nurse who was
getting clothing for some young people in need. All the money collected at the Clothes Closet is
donated to community projects sponsored by area churches, non-profit groups in Tuscarawas
County, or the Tusky Valley School District. Thank you everyone for helping to make a busy 2025
a successful year.

Our next open dates will be January 12 and 26. Anyone is welcome to stop by for a cup of
coffee and a visit with the helpers, or to see what we do even if you are not shopping.
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THANK YOU
Dear Family, Donna and | want to thank you for the generous Christmas gift.
You have been so kind and gracious to us and we count you as a true
blessing in our lives. Thank you very much!!
Love, Pastor Don and Donna Perks

Dear St. John UCC, Thank you for your recent check to the Food Pantry.
Your church was very supportive of the pantry this fall. Happy Holidays and
Blessings to all, Beth, Mission Chairperson

FINANCIAL REPORT — NOVEMBER 2025
Year-to-Date
Income — November (5 Sundays) $ 9,038.00 $90,769.21
Monthly Expenses $(6,677.81) $(81,509.57)

If you would like further details and/or a copy of the complete Treasurer's Report, please feel free to
contact the church office.

DECEMBER 2025 CONSISTORY MEETING SUMMARY

Consistory prepared for 2026 by updating the communion schedule and discussing possible
officers for the coming year.

Pastor Don attended Ministerial Assoc meeting. 500 meals were delivered for the Community
Thanksgiving give away. Preparing a flyer for February 8, 2026-Souperbowl Sunday, the first of
Bring a Buddy to Church Sundays. Pastor Don will also update the congregation of the finances
of the church in early January.

Buildings and grounds getting estimate for repair of the door and installing siding on storage
shed. Will also be getting estimates for repair and coating of parking lot in the spring.

Teddy Bears to be delivered December 21 to Hennis Care Center.
Installation of new Consistory members is January 4, 2026.
Annual meeting is January 18, 2026.

Next Consistory meeting is Jan 8 at 6:30 in church parlor.
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CHURCH INFORMATION

Help us keep our church roster updated. Contact the office with any address or phone
changes. Thank you!

WORSHIP HOURS LET’S COMMUNICATE PASTOR

Worship 10:30am OFFICE - Kaley Hamilton, Secretary 330-874-2822 Pastor Don Perks
SUNDAY SCHOOL EMAIL — stjohnsect@aol.com 740-310-4557

9:30AM Sept-May WEBSITE — www.stjohnbolivar.org pagaperks@gmail.com

If you know someone interested in receiving the Epistle by mail or email
or if you no longer are interested in receiving the Epistle, please email
stiohnsect@aol.com and you will be removed from our list.
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