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  St. John UCC; 409 Park Ave., P.O. Box 156; Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY     July 2017 

                                           
 

                   And They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love 

From the Christian Testament: “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 

anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind.” Luke 4: 18-19 (ca. 89-93 CE). 

From the Hebrew Scriptures: “[The Lord] . . . has sent me to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 

thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free.” Isaiah 58: 6 (ca. 550-500 BCE). 

From this week’s news: Good news to the poor? If anyone is poor, it’s their fault. They shouldn’t ask us for 

government handouts. We don’t have the money for food stamps or welfare or Medicaid. They should 

just get jobs.  Release of captives? If they weren’t guilty they wouldn’t be in prison. We’re all about being 

tough on crime: a renewed “war on drugs,” mandatory sentences, three-strikes means life without 

parole—and we’ll build more private prisons to house all of  these criminals. Recovery of sight to the 

blind? The government doesn’t need to provide health insurance. We will make sure everyone has access 

to health care. Of course, you will only be able to afford insurance if you are young and healthy, and the 

young and healthy don’t need health care so they won’t be buying health insurance. That means if you’re 

older or sick, too bad. With the kids no longer compelled to buy health insurance, your premiums and 

deductibles will be so high that you can’t afford insurance. But you still have access to it, don’t you? Loose 

the bonds of injustice? This is all about justice—for everyone who is a rich, white male, at least. The New 

York Times, The Washington Post (2017 CE). 

With news that the Senate will not be voting on their recent bill until after the 4th of July break, John 

Dorhauer, the general minister of the United Church of Christ, has invited members of our Church to 

attend an inter-faith vigil in support of a health care plan that helps our most vulnerable neighbors. Those 

who can will be gathering on the East Lawn of the US Capitol on Thursday morning from 9:00-11:00. I will 

be there. Please keep all of us in your prayers. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor David+ 
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             Of you                  Pg. 7-8    Consistory Minutes     
Pg. 4  Military, Accessibility Project,    Pg. 9-10  Treasurer’s Report 
             Condolence    

◄ June 2017 July  2017 August 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

Country 
Breakfast  8:00-
11am 

2  
Guest Minister 
 
Social Hall 
reserved for next 
two weeks for 
Vacation Bible 
School 

3  
 

4  
Independence 
Day 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

5  
Pastor David 
returns from  
General Synod 
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
Vacation Bible 
School 6:30-
8:30pm at St. 
John UCC thru 
July 13 

10  
VBS 

11  
VBS 

12  
VBS 
 
Bolivar UMC 
Lunch 
11:30am 

13  
VBS 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
Ladies 
Luncheon, 
Wendy’s, 
11:30am 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
St. Paul’s Dinner, 
5:00-6:30pm 
 
Consistory 7pm 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
Clothes Closet/ 
Pastor’s Pantry 
9:00-Noon, 5:30-
7:30 

25  
Deadline for 
Epistle articles 
 
Homeless 
Shelter Meal 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Pulpit Exchange-
Pastor Mike 
Accessibility 
Project 
10:30am 

31  
 

Notes:  Communion Servers for July:  Barb Berens and Birdie Wilt 
 
Coffee Hour is at 9am Sunday mornings – sign up sheet is available, or contact the 
office and we’ll add your name. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/June-2017
http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/August-2017
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SERVING IN JULY 

Liturgist 

 

  

July Birthdays 
 
July 1   Julia Felgenhauer July 22  Grace Renner 
July 2   Ron Gauding  July 22  Bill Lebold 
July 5   Adam Regula  July 23  Birdie Wilt 
July 10  Nick Gauding  July 29  Robert Lee 
July 22  Rose Brinkman 
 
 
  
   
 

Serving in July 

Liturgist    Acolyte         Coffee Hour (9am) 
July 2    Chris Berens  July 2    Max McCoy       July 2   Chris and Barb Berens 
July 9    Carolyn Birk  July 9    Hallie Carpenter       July 9 
July 16  Dale Duerr   July 16  Julia Felgenhauer     July 16 
July 23  Ron Gauding  July 23  Max McCoy        July 23  Susan Henry 
July 30  Arline Mase  July 30  Hallie Carpenter       July 30        
       
Greeters         Bell Ringer 
July 2    Carolyn Birk and Barb Berens    July 2   Camden and Luke McCoy 
July 9    Gretchen Deubner and Max McCoy   July 9   Julia Felgenhauer 
July 16  Bonnie McFeeders and Kathy Mizer   July 16  Hallie Carpenter 
July 23  Charles and Jane Regula    July 23  Max McCoy 
July 30  Rose Brinkman and Deisy Felgenhauer  July 30  Camden and Luke McCoy 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 

 
Esther Simon                 Scotty Trambaugh 
Helen Hall                  Crystal Weaver 
Bill & Lucile Lebold       Mike Mullett 
Clare Stevenson                                          
Barb Goldsmith (Hennis) 
Linda Levengood (Clare’s sister) 
Family of John Stevenson 
Family of Russell Ross 
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MILITARY NEWS 

Family friends of Clare and Chris Stevenson, the Burgesses, have asked 

for prayers for their son, Blake Burgess.  Blake has been deployed to 

the Persian Gulf (his first deployment).  At this time we have no details to 

share.  Please pray for Blake and his entire family for his safe return. 

 

 

ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT 

 
The Accessibility Committee has been working for the past year to develop plans to upgrade St. 

John’s accessibility so that everyone can get into our church building.  Well the plans are 

completed, and it’s time for everyone to see them.  On Sunday July 30, Ken Hoppes our 

architect from Caplea Studio Architects of Uniontown, will be on hand after the church service to 

explain the changes and answer questions. 

The worship service will end about 10:30, and the information session should end around noon.  

Please plan to attend in order to know what’s in store to upgrade our church building and 

to find out how we plan to accomplish this important task.   

Briefly, we plan to add a wheel chair lift-type elevator that will access the sanctuary and the Social 

Hall and to add a handicapped restroom.  We also have a plan to access the lower level of the 

Education Wing.  We need to have a good turn-out for this occasion so everyone can get 

firsthand understanding of the upgrades.   

 

 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families of Betty 

Cummings, Russell Ross, and John Stevenson.  When 

someone you love becomes a memory, that memory 

becomes a treasure.   

Blessed are those that mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Matthew 5:4 
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NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

All the roster and photo information for our new church directory has been submitted to Lifetouch. 

We should receive the completed directory early August 2017. 

 
Bolivar Community VBS 
St. John UCC 
July 9-13 
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Please consider volunteering or donating items. 
Sign up sheets located on the bulletin board.  Thank you!   Beth 

 
 

  
Thanks to those who helped with the meals for the Tuscarawas Co. 
Homeless  Shelter on May 23, 2017 by donating money, food, or meal 
preparation and delivery.  Those who assisted were Joyclin Ely, Esther 
Simon, Paula Goudy, Rose Brinkman, Charles & Jane Regula, Dale & 
Claudia Duerr, Cathy & Chuck Fenstermaker, Mary Birk, Barb & Chris 
Berens, and Grace Renner.  We served ham, cheesy potatoes, green 
beans w ham, buns, hot dogs, homemade brownies. Dale and Chuck 
delivered the meal.  The next scheduled meal is set for July 25, 
2017.    

 

 
In May the Clothes Closet had 18 customers (we often have more visitors than customers 

because some people put their purchases together or just come to look or visit.) Our helpers 

included Cathy, Jane, Jean and Birdie. In June, we were glad to see Maryann Jerles return after 

her back surgery. We also had a friend of the Closet and Pantry, Diane Davis, lend a hand to sort 

clothes because of the large amount of donations received. Over 21 people visited the Closet in 

June.  The combined receipts for May and June were a little over $106. 
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Clothes Closet Continued: 

Because of Vacation Bible School the Closet and Pastor’s Pantry will be open only one day in 

July, Monday the 24th. When you see the OPEN sign, please stop in to say hello and have some 

coffee and a cookie. 

A special thank you to Jack Renner – we appreciated him taking clothing we could not use to the 

collection box at the fire station. 

 

 On Saturday, August 12th we will be welcoming parents to 

the School Supply Project. Flyers have already gone out at 

the end of the school year to families enrolled in the free and 

reduced lunch program. If you know of someone who needs 

help when it comes to buying supplies for their children at 

the start of the school year, please let us know. We will give 

you a flyer to pass on to them with the details. Here are 

some of the supplies we will be collecting for this project. Watch for an insert in the bulletin for a 

complete list. 

College ruled spiral notebooks with plastic or vinyl cover 

Wide ruled composition books 

Graphing paper notebooks 

5 tab sets of plastic subject dividers 

1 inch 3-ring binders (with or without pockets) 

Plastic/vinyl folders with pockets and prongs 

Large erasers 

4 pack dry erase markers, fine tip and broad tip are requested for different grades 

12 count colored pencils 

Gluesticks 

Ziploc bags quart and gallon sizes 

…and of course, rolls of paper towels and boxes of Kleenex! 
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CONSISTORY MEETING JUNE 15,2017 
 

Members present: Rev. Houdeschell, Barb Berens(Pres.), Carolyn Birk(Vice Pres.), Chris 
Stevenson (Sec.), Rob Lee,  Birdie Wilt, Chris Carpenter 
 
The meeting was opened with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
MINUTES: 
Secretary’s minutes: After a review of the minutes from May 18th. 2017, a motion was made by 
Rob to accept the minutes and seconded by Birdie. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Following a review of the treasurer’s report, a motion was made by Carolyn to 
accept the report and seconded by Chris Stevenson. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Pastor’s Report from May: 
Pastor Bill Eckert will be leading the worship service at St. John on June 25th., and Pastor 
Houdeschell will be conducting the service at Bolivar UMC. 
Rev. Houdeschell reviewed his report with consistory members.  He is going to continue his effort 
to create a Warriors’ Journey Home circle in Tuscarawas County. 
Rev. Houdeschell will remind the staff at Hennis Care Center of any upcoming services he will be 
conducting. This is to insure that the residents can be ready to attend if they wish. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Building and Grounds: 
Chris Carpenter installed the air conditioners in the offices and parlor. 
Chris also hung the banners on the outside of the church. 
Jack Renner along with a friend Jay have been able to repair the outside church sign so that it is 
lit at night. 
 
Personnel committee: 
The ads placed by St. John for a choir director, organist and secretary have been placed in the 
Association newsletter.  
 
Monthly breakfast financial report: 
Birdie turned in the financial report for May and June for the monthly breakfast.  
 
Financial review: 
Mark has sent letters to the banks to validate the closing balances for the year.  
 A suggestion was previously made concerning the interest rates being better through the United 
Church Fund.  Barb will check with Mark concerning this fund which is currently at Huntington 
Bank.  
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Christmas 2017: 
Consistory will be planning an event to help contribute to the Christmas project. Chris Stevenson 
will review the minutes from last year to determine what was done by consistory. 
 
Supply Pastor: 
Barb has found a supply pastor, H. Paul Schwitzgebel, to conduct the service on July 2nd., while 
Pastor Houdeschell attends General Synod from June 30-July 4th. 
 
Accessibility committee- 
On June 13th. Barb requested by email, a vote to accept the accessibility grant Claudia Duerr 
completed to be submitted to the Tuscarawas County Chamber of Commerce. Carolyn Birk made 
the motion to accept the grant and it was seconded by Chris Carpenter. 
Chris Stevenson will call Claudia to contact Ken at Caplea Architects concerning a presentation to 
the church on the Accessibility plans. 
 
Other: 
Rev. Houdeschell presented a brochure about the church which was done by Cathy 
Fenstermaker. Consistory members were impressed by the brochure.  Chris Stevenson will 
contact Cathy concerning the cost for printing the brochure. 
 
Contract: 
The “Settled Pastor’s Contract” for Rev. Houdeschell has been signed by Rev. Houdeschell, Barb 
Berens. 
 
A discussion of future activities for the church brought up several good ideas.  Taking some 
suggestions from other churches along with ideas we can implement easily, a “Social Hall 
Sunday” will be held July 23rd, with consistory members providing coffee cake and beverages. 
 
To accommodate everyone on consistory, a new date for the meetings will be the second Thurs. 
beginning in August. 
Chris Carpenter made the motion to change the meeting with a second by Rob Lee. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with a prayer. 
 
The next meeting will be held on July 20th.  
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