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Hello Family,

Someone said something to me recently that got me thinking. They were confused about
something and asked if | could help them figure it out. | gave some assistance and they said to me,
“l don’t know what | would do without you.”

Interesting phrase isn’t it? Have you ever said that to or about another person? We rely a
great deal on relationships, as we should. We just celebrated Mother’s Day last month and we are
preparing to celebrate Father’s Day this month. These folks may have been the people in your life
that you would turn to with a problem or when you needed advice or comfort. Maybe you felt that
way about your parents, what would you do without them?

Some of you thought that way about a spouse. | once sat in a nice home where a hospital
bed had been moved into the living room. The husband lying in the bed was awaiting for Jesus to
come and take him home. The wife of sixty seven years said to me, “l don’t know what | am going
to do without him”.

We raise children and hope to retire and spend our days watching ballgames and dance
recitals and band concerts and think to ourselves, | am glad they will be here when | am old to look
after me. Then a new job is offered and we watch as they load up the moving truck and we are left
to think, “What am | going to do without them?”

The truth is people we love die. People we love move away. Relationships we once placed
are hope in sometimes end in divorce, get broken and end. Distance comes between people and
telephone calls are great but face to face is far better. People come into our lives and become so
much a part of us that naturally we begin to lean on them for support and encouragement, and
then they are gone. That is the way life is!

So then, am | to live a life of isolation, not depending on anyone but myself? No, there is a
better way. There is only one relationship that | am aware of that is different. It is the relationship
that we can trust will never change. The Apostle Paul says this, “Who can separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship ... No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death or life ... will ever be able to
separate us from the Love of God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.” (cont’d on next page)
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This is also the One who says to us, “l will never leave you or forsake you.” | hold my family

and friends close to me, but | know one day | will have to say good-bye. But | am thankful for a
relationship with God that | know will never change and never end. Amen.

-Pastor Don
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BIRTHDAY LIST

June 3 — Dave Scott
June 4 — Jake Beun
June 7 — Ezra Kuharich
: ‘ , June 8 — Carol Kinsey
, ; ’f ’;'{ ‘ June 8 — Carol Kinsey
APPY B|RTHDA June 9 — Hallie Carpenter
T June 10 — Connie Burris
June 26 — Dane Kocher

PRAYER LIST/CARD MINISTRY

Every week, our prayer list is updated to the best of our ability. Please notify the office if you have
any additions, deletions or suggestions! Please remember those on the prayer list. “Thinking of
you” cards, a note, or a telephone call means so much. Contact the church office if you need
addresses or phone numbers.

Please remember the following in your prayers:

Carolyn Birk, Cathy Birk, Karen Carling, Ginny and Willis Digman, Joe Dunlevy,
Missy Jones, Carol Kinsey, Randy Levengood, Bonnie Lieser, Harper Szenderski,

COFFEE HOUR

If you join us for worship, you know we normally host a coffee hour after
the service. We are in need of volunteers to host this weekly time of
fellowship. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested!
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CLOTHES CLOSET
The Clothes Closet was open only one day in May, but we tried
opening in the evening from 5:30 to 7:00 pm as well as our
usual morning hours. We had eight customers in the morning

CLO""N and seven in the evening. Some of our evening visitors were
0 CLOET first time customers and were pleased to see us open in the

evening. We discussed being open one evening a month for
the rest of the summer, as long as it was still light out at 7 pm.
It will depend on who is willing to work during the evening. Our
helpers for May were Cathy, Chris, Debbie, Lynn, Jane, and Peg. Cathy, Chris, Deb, and Jane
did double duty by coming in for the evening opening also.

We had a total of 15 customers for May and receipts of a little over $78. Donations from Clothes
Closet funds were made to the Sixth Grade Camp at Tusky Valley, to the Lutheran Church for
their “Manna for Many” project, and to buy the flowers to plant around the flagpole at Fort Laurens
Cemetery in time for the Memorial Day Ceremony.

Chris Stevenson, Becky Wolf, Debbie Lundenburger, Jane Hough, and | were on hand to do the
planting of the flowers on May 15". This was postponed from May 9™ as the garden centers
Becky and | visited on May 5" did not yet have any bedding geraniums. We have already made
plans on how we might handle this next year and still be able to plant flowers at least a week
before Memorial Day.

Our next open dates will be June 8" and 22", Please stop in to say hello if you are in the area at
that time.

YOUTH EVENT
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The next youth event will be held on Sunday June 14" at 3:00pm. It |
will take place at the cabin of Charlie and Cathy Fenstermaker. There | YOUTH
will be hiking, fishing, food and fun! Bring your friends and relatives . EVENTS
and fishing gear for one of our most popular events! N

»
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THANK YOU

My entire family would like to say thank you to Pastor Perks and Pastor Phillips
(from Four Square Church in Dennison) for making Clare's memorial service on
March 2", a time of reflection and peace. Also, thank you to the kitchen
e S committee for providing a delicious meal, which everyone enjoyed so much. We
y@“ ﬂ.fff had so many people express their thanks for the service and the meal and the
O time to share with each other. Thank you to everyone who in anyway contributed
to the day!
God Bless, Chris Stevenson and Family

FINANCIAL REPORT — APRIL 2026
Year-to-Date
Income — April (4 Sundays) $ 7,922.65 $ 34,641.90
Monthly Expenses $ (8,537.21) $(28,326.65)

If you would like further details and/or a copy of the complete Treasurer's Report, please feel free to
contact the church office.

MAY 2026 CONSISTORY MEETING SUMMARY

Pastor Don raised 4 central questions:

1. How do we help members grow closer to Jesus?

2. How do we reach out and invite new people?

3. How do we improve what we are doing?

4. Do we have a plan, process and vision to grow?

Pastor Don and Kaley to locate addresses for former confirmation class members and invite them
back to church.

Consistory discussed several issues including cleaning church pew cushions and possible portable
wheelchair ramp for bathroom accessibility.

Paula Goudy is overseeing the landscaping project. Any new plantings from congregation members
need to consult Building and Grounds committee.

It was necessary to place a sign on trash can due to issue of dog walkers placing bagged dog waste
in trash cans.

Important dates:

6-14-26 Bring a Buddy to Church

6-15-26 Mission trip fundraiser Takeout Only Ham Dinner

8-8-26 Annual church picnic at Wolf's cabin with baptism in Tuscarawas River for those interested.
Next consistory meeting 6-11-26 @ 6:30 in the church parlor. There are no meetings for July or
August.



