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  St. John UCC; 409 Park Ave., P.O. Box 156; Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY     June 2017 

                                           
 

General Douglas MacArthur once said that, “The soldier above all others 
prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must suffer and bear the deepest 
wounds and scars of war.” 

We pray for peace today. We pray for peace because we know that war too often demands the 
ultimate sacrifice of our young men and women in uniform. We pray for peace in the midst of a 
war we have been fighting in Central Asia since March 20, 2003. One month before the war 
began a cabinet official said that he doubted that it would last six months. Another member of the 
administration said that US forces would be “greeted as liberators,” that the war would end in 
weeks rather than months. It didn’t. Oh, the conquest of the Iraqi army went quickly enough, but 
when the army was completely eliminated along with most of the state infrastructure, the many 
unemployed, and armed, young men found other outlets for their frustrations. So began Al 
Qaeda, and ultimately ISIS.  

When will this war end? Our troops are experiencing three, even four, deployments to the battle 
zones during their terms of enlistment. This impacts not only the troops, but their families. When 
they do return, their war-time wounds, physical, psychological, emotional, are too often 
overlooked or neglected. When will this war end? 

When will this war end? It is a question that our military personnel are asking, that parents are 
asking, that spouses and other loved ones are asking.  It is one of the key questions all 
Americans are asking. 
 
When will this war end? It is not the first time we have struggled with this question. 
 
Many of my uncles as well as my father fought in the Second World War. My father was with the 
Second Marine Division, “island hopping” through the Pacific Ocean, to places like Tarawa, 
Saipan, Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa, and, after the end of the war, going to Honshu, the 
Japanese mainland, with the American occupation forces. One of his frequent questions in letters 
to my mother was, “When will this war ever end?”  

On June 12, 1918, the New York Times ran an article which started by quoting a letter from a 
young man who wrote, “Our losses in the last offensive are simply terrific. Our sacrifices are 
dreadful. When will this war end?” That war would go on for just a few more months, finally 
ending on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of the same year as that New York 
Times article – but that war, which was called the “War to end all wars” certainly was not the end 
of war. 
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Going back even farther in history, in 1861, a soldier wrote a letter to his sister, “This is Christmas 
Day. The sun shines feeble through a thin cloud, the air is mild and pleasant, a gentle breeze is 
making music through the leaves of lofty pines that stand near our bivouac. I remember how one 
year ago, thousands of families gathered in joy and peace to celebrate Christmas. When will this 
war end? Will another Christmas roll around and find us all wintering in camp? Oh! That peace 
may soon be restored.”  Little did he know that his war had only just begun, and would not end for 
nearly four more years. 
 
We can go even farther back – to biblical days, where we find Isaiah writing during a time of 
conflict. It was some 400 years before the birth of Christ, and it was a time of war and violence. 
The kingdom was divided – Judah in the South and Israel in the North. There was civil war 
between the two. You can imagine the people of Isaiah’s time asking the same thing the people of 
our time ask, “when will this war end?” 

Isaiah answered by recalling the words of another prophet, Joel, who some 2 or 3 hundred years 
earlier had called the people to prepare for war by telling them to beat their plowshares into 
swords and their pruning hooks into spears. What Isaiah does is to lift that phrase out of the 
writings of Joel and turn it around.  
 
“For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” 
 
Here the prophet is praying for a time when weapons of destruction will be transformed into items 
that are constructive, when swords will be beaten into plowshares, spears into pruning hooks. A 
time when nations will no longer train their militaries for war. A time when weapons as implements 
designed to kill are transformed into tools that are used in farming. They become instruments that 
support the ways of life.  

The war in Vietnam began, according to some accounts, in December 1961. I was a sophomore 
in high school. When I arrived at university three years later, I was automatically enrolled in 
ROTC, as were all males in this state school. After completing the first two years, I voluntarily 
enrolled in the upper level program, which led to a commission as an officer upon graduation. 
Moving to Canada, suddenly discovering bone spurs in my feet, or finding “other activities” to fill 
my time, were not options for a grandson, a nephew, and a son, of veterans, nor has it been an 
option for any who have chosen to serve. 

When I received my commission in June 1969, it was eight months after the Tet offensive, one of 
the turning points of the war. I arrived in country in August, 1971, and that series of assaults was 
still being discussed amid speculations about what was going to happen next. I prayed daily, at 
least, for peace. Though I had received my call to the ministry only six months before, I had 
serious concerns about whether I would ever get home, let alone get to seminary. During the 
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eighteen hours that my installation was surrounded by exploding bombs and rockets, those 
concerns were magnified several fold.  While the structural and other physical damage was 
horrendous, the emotional impact that the attack had on some of the troops was worse. The 
sense of frustration with an unseen enemy and the inability to fight back were debilitating. You 
can’t, after all, shoot back at an explosion. Some went AWOL in the aftermath of the attack, 
others took refuge in drugs. Though I lost several classmates and other friends in Vietnam, none 
of my comrades died that day. My greatest sense of loss from the war in Vietnam occurred more 
than four years later, shortly after my graduation from Vanderbilt Divinity School. A girl whom I 
had dated briefly in high school was serving as a nurse with the Army. She was assisting in the 
massive airlift from the U S embassy in Saigon. The helicopter she was in was shot down. There 
were no survivors.  

We pray for peace. We pray for peace in the midst of a war that’s been going on for over fourteen 
years. Too many young men and women have been laid to rest in too many places like Ft. 
Laurens Cemetery. But it’s a war we hardly think about any more—unless it impacts our family or 
our community directly. We must remember, however, that it’s a war that was initiated by a 
president whose popularity was very low, one who might have been looking for a way to do 
something to improve it. We seem to be in a situation very much like that today. I pray that we 
come together, as a community and as a nation, and say NO. It’s time to stop thinking of war as 
an answer. Let us all work together for peace instead.  
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Pg. 1-3  Pastor’s Page     Pg. 6       Graduate, New Summer Schedule,  
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             Of you                  Pg. 9-11  Treasurer’s Report     
         
 

◄ May 2017 June  2017 July 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
 

2  
 

3  
Noah’s 
Graduation party 
3:00pm – 7pm 

4  
Communion 
Last choir until 
Fall 
 
Installation  of 
Consistory 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
Country Breakfast 
8:00-11am 

11  
New Summer  
Hours –Coffee at 
9:00am, worship 
at 9:30am 

12  
Clothes Closet/ 
Pastor’s Pantry 
9:00-Noon, 5:30-
7:30 

13  
 

14  
Flag Day 
 
Bolivar UMC 
Lunch, 
11:30am 

15  
St. Paul’s 
Dinner, 5-6:30 
 
Consistory 7pm 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
New Summer  
Hours –Coffee at 
9:00am, worship 
at 9:30am 

19  
Ladies 
Luncheon, 
11;30am, 
Wendy’s 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
New Summer  
Hours –Coffee at 
9:00am, worship 
at 9:30am 

26  
Clothes Closet/ 
Pastor’s Pantry 
9:00-Noon, 5:30-
7:30 

27  
Homeless 
Shelter 
Meal 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Pastor attends 
UCC 
Synod thru 7-4 

Notes: 

 

 

Communion Servers for June:  Carolyn Birk and Chris Stevenson 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   

http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/May-2017
http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/July-2017
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SERVING IN JULY 

Liturgist 

 

  

June Birthdays 
 
Carol Kinsey (June 8)  Connie Burris (June 10) 
Kathy Mizer (June 8)  Barb Berens (June 23) 
Hallie Carpenter (June 9) Chris Mase (June 23)  

 
  
   
 

Serving in June 

Liturgist    Acolyte       Coffee Hour (9am) 

June 4   Chris Berens  June 4    Max McCoy     June 4 
June11  Carolyn Birk     June 11  Hallie Carpenter    June 11  Susan Henry 
June 18  Arline Mase  June 18  Julia Felgenhauer    June 18 
June 25  Ron Gauding  June 25  Deisy Felgenhauer    June 25 
       
Greeters         Bell Ringer 

June 4   Gretchen Deubner and Max McCoy  June 4   Camden & Luke McCoy 
June 11 Chris Carpenter and Carolyn Birk   June 11  Julia Felgenhauer 
June 18 Rhonda Felgenhauer and Julia Felgenhauer June 18  Max McCoy 
June 25 Rob Lee and Dale Duerr    June 25  Hallie Carpenter 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 

 
Esther Simon                 Scotty Trambaugh 
Helen Hall                  Crystal Weaver 
Russell Ross            Fred Miller 
Bill & Lucile Lebold       Mike Mullett 
Clare Stevenson                                          
Barb Goldsmith (Hennis) 
Linda Levengood & John Stevenson (Clare’s        
brother and sister) 
Family of Betty Cummings 
Family of Norman McFeeders 
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Our heartfelt congratulations to Noah Carpenter.  Noah 
graduated on Friday, May 26, 2017 from Tusky Valley High 
School.  Noah will be attending Wright State University in the 
fall. 

 
Noah’s parents have graciously invited members of St. John’s UCC to his graduation 
party, Saturday, June 3, 2017 from 3:00-7:00pm in the Social Hall located in St. John’s 
UCC on 409 Park Ave., Bolivar, Ohio. 
 
 
 

 

New summer hours begin on Sunday, June 11, 2017 
Worship will begin at 9:30am 

A suggestion was made, over coffee last Sunday, that we could begin our Sunday’s during our 

summer hours with a time for coffee before worship services.  Anyone who would like to make 

coffee to be ready by 9:00 am please sign up on the coffee hour sheet or contact the office.  

 

 

                                      MILITARY NEWS 

Family friends of Clare and Chris Stevenson, the Burgesses, have asked 

for prayers for their son, Blake Burgess.  Blake has been deployed to 

the Persian Gulf (his first deployment).  At this time we have no details to 

share.  Please pray for Blake and his entire family for his safe return. 
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CHRISTMAS 2017 

Our Basement Sale went very well and was successful.  Thanks to everyone who brought in 

items and a special THANK YOU to those of you who helped set up and/or worked the sale.  Our 

sales totaled $394.11. 

 

Watch for details for upcoming events.  Thanks for helping the children of our area. 

 

MAY 18, 2017 CONSISTORY MEETING 
 

Members present- Rev. Houdeschell, Barb Berens (Pres.), Chris Stevenson (Sec.),  Chris 
Carpenter, Carolyn Birk, Rob Lee,  
 
The meeting was opened with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Secretary minutes- A motion was made by Chris Carpenter and seconded by Rob Lee to 
accept the minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s report: A motion was made by Carolyn and seconded by Chris Stevenson to 
accept the report. 
 
Pastor’s report: Rev. Houdeschell reviewed his report with consistory. 
He is continuing his idea to begin the “Warriors Journey Home” project for veterans.  He 
would like to begin with the veterans at St. John.  An additional item added to the report 
was concerning the hourly pay rate for Susan, who has agreed to continue with limited 
secretarial duties until a new secretary is hired. Carolyn will talk with Susan about helping 
with the bulletins. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Committee reports: 
Constitution committee: Chris Berens will be typing the new and updated Constitution. 
Board of Christian Ed.: Bible School will be held on July 9 through July 13. 
No other reports are available. 
Financial Review: With help from the Eastern Ohio and Western Reserve Assoc., Barb 
Berens has contacted Paul Schwitzgebel to help with a financial review of the church 
finances.  This will not be a deep audit but a review. 
A motion to accept the review was made by Carolyn and seconded by Rob. 
 
A discussion of the One Call Now system used to alert the congregation about cancelled 
services and weather related changes was determined to be too costly to use. 
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The new Directory along with a call buddy system was determined to be adequate for the 
number of church members involved. 
A motion was made by Chris Stevenson and seconded by Carolyn to table the One Call 
System. 
 
The installation of Rob Lee and rededication of Consistory members will be held on June 
4th. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Barb asked Chris Carpenter to help with the installation of the air conditioners in the 
offices and parlor. 
 
Chris Carpenter would like to have an outside cleanup day to help with the church 
grounds. Connected with that is the question of the outside sign.  Chris Carpenter asked if 
it was currently lighting up, which Chris Stevenson said it was not. She asked Chris 
Carpenter to speak with Jack Renner who knows someone who might be able to help with 
the sign. 
 
Barb Berens ask for help from Consistory to sponsor a project to help with Christmas 
2017.  Chris Stevenson will search 2016 minutes to find out what was done last year. 
 
The meeting was concluded with prayer by Rev. Houdeschell. 
 
The next meeting will be June 15. 
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