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Hello Family,

May is here and it is exciting to see all the activity around town. | see lawns being mowed, flowers
being planted and more and more people back outside walking. It is also the month we celebrate
Mom’s and watch as some of our babies will be graduating and moving on with their lives. This is a
great time of year!

But | also see the other side of life as people we love struggle with age related issues, maybe even
death, the war going on in Iran and the higher cost of living at the grocery store as well as at the
gas pump.

Life is like that. We must learn to deal with the good and the bad things of life because they both
exist. But in dealing with all the issues of life | often can feel unprepared for what comes my way.
Where does one turn to find help and answers to life’s complex twists and turns and the problems
that seem larger than we can handle? Simple answer is | turn to prayer.

Prayer is the perhaps the greatest gift God has given to us as we walk through this world that is
constantly changing. Prayer is the weapon that God has given to us to fight against the powers of
the enemy and to remain victorious in our walk with the Lord. But truthfully, many of feel
inadequate in our ability to pray and wonder if our prayers really matter. | was struck, recently,
while reading in Luke 11, when the disciples asked Jesus if He would teach them to pray. After
hearing and seeing Jesus pray, the disciples wanted what Jesus had. | feel that same way
sometimes.

So | am feeling led to offer a class on “Learning to Pray”, not because | am an expert, but because |
want to grow in my prayer life and encourage you to join me as we learn together. The class will
be held on Tuesday nights from 6:30-7:30 in the church parlor. We will meet for three Tuesdays,
May 12", 19 and 26™. | recently met a new friend named Cindy Geiger-Turbitt who is very
passionate about prayer and has volunteered to help lead the class. So bring your Bible and a
notebook and join us on this wonderful journey of asking Jesus to teach us to pray.

Blessings on you, Pastor Don
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BIRTHDAY LIST

May 2 — Carolyn Bee
May 6 — Joclyn Kocher
May 11 — Max McCoy
May 12 — Willis Digman

i,""“ ; "f‘ ‘;. £ May 19 — Arline Mase
HAPPY B|RTHDAY May 20 — Zach Beun
R ., T May 20 — Missy Jones

May 21 — Jase Deubner
May 27 — Ginny Digman
May 27 — Janet Stewart

PRAYER LIST/CARD MINISTRY

Every week, our prayer list is updated to the best of our ability. Please notify the office if you have
any additions, deletions or suggestions! Please remember those on the prayer list. “Thinking of
you” cards, a note, or a telephone call means so much. Contact the church office if you need
addresses or phone numbers.

Please remember the following in your prayers:

Cathy Birk, Karen Carling, Ginny and Willis Digman, Joe Dunlevy, Kayla Jones, Missy Jones,
Carol Kinsey, Bonnie Lieser, Harper Szenderski,
College Students: Corinne Hamilton (Savannah College of Art and Design), Leah Hamilton (University of
Findlay), Maggie Hamilton (Ohio State University - ATI), Colin Kuharich (The Ohio State University),
Mia Kuharich (Ohio University), Max McCoy (West Liberty University)

COFFEE HOUR

If you join us for worship, you know we normally host a coffee hour after
the service. We are in need of volunteers to host this weekly time of

fellowship. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested! C°‘F55H Lows\a\?
OUR & FEL
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CHURCH SECURITY UPDATE

The Consistory has made a decision to take a proactive ;

stance toward church security. They have been made aware ﬁ

of occurances when the church is unlocked that strangers

have entered the church, as well as neighboring churches. CHURCH
Due to the ongoing tensions in the country the decision has SECURITY

been decided to have our doors locked during all services and

activities at the church. The doors will be locked 5 minutes after our worship service begins. Itis
suggested that if you will be late, to please let someone know so the door can be opened for you.
If you have any concerns or questions about this new policy, please see a member of Consistory
or Pastor Don.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

< eDUCATION, e

f - ‘,%% May 7" marks the National Day of Prayer. There will be a special service held at
° gfg,'gyAL‘ o 2 11:00am at the Tusky Valley Admin Building (former high school) in the
PRAYERI{’ST auditorium. The entire community is invited to attend! There will be a light lunch
s, 73 served following the service.

MISSION COMMITTEE

The Mission Committee will be purchasing flowers to plant at the Fort Laurens Cemetery on
Saturday May 9™ at 10:00 am. They need volunteers that morning to help plant. An upcoming
event hosted by the committee is a carry out dinner on June 15" to raise funds for the upcoming
mission trip. The next mission committee meeting will be held on June 2",

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST

On May 10", there will be a Mother’s Day Breakfast held at 9:00am. Please MOTHER'S DAY
. . . . . . BREAKIFAST
sign up to attend on the bulletin board. All ladies/qgirls are invited to attend.
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MANNA FOR MANY

On May 16%", St. Paul Lutheran Church will be holding a “Manna for Many” event. They will be
putting together 2,000 bags of food to send to many countries around the world. They are in need
of A LOT of volunteers that day. Volunteers will be packing the bags from 10:00am-12:00pm.
Please consider donating an hour or two of your time. Box lunches will be provided. Please call
the Lutheran church to sign up at 330-874-4540.

SPRING HIKE

It's already time for our annual spring hike! We will gather at the
Towpath Trailhead at 1:00pm on Sunday May 17th for a hike on the
Towpath. We will meet out at Dale Duerr’s farm after that for some
goodies to conclude our day. Please join us, we always have a great
time!

LEARNING TO PRAY

Please join Pastor Don and Cindy Geiger-Turbitt for a new class being held in searming to/ﬁ(%’
May, teaching how to pray. This class will be held May 121, 19" and 26" at

6:30pm in the church parlor. Bring your bible, a notebook and pen and get

ready to ask Jesus to help us learn to pray.

CLOTHES CLOSET
We had a pretty busy month at the Clothes Closet in April. A total of 32
customers visited and receipts were a little over $150. Helpers for April
included Cathy, Chris, Lynn, Jane, Deb, and Peg. We also had help from
some Tusky Valley students and Kaley, in cleaning the Clothes Closet on
the school’s Pay It Forward Day.

We are going to set up a Saturday open date on May 30" and one

evening date on May 11". The evening date will be on a Monday so the

clothing racks can be left in place from the morning. The Closet will be
open if at least 3 or 4 workers volunteer to help on those dates and times. Depending on the
customer response, an evening open date may become a regular opportunity for shoppers.

Please stop in if you are in the area on a Clothes Closet open date to see what we do and have a
cup of coffee (or tea!)

Submitted by Cathy Fenstermaker
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FINANCIAL REPORT — MARCH 2026
Year-to-Date
Income — March (5 Sundays) $ 9,964.00 $26,719.25
Monthly Expenses $ (7,003.80) $(19,786.44)

If you would like further details and/or a copy of the complete Treasurer's Report, please feel free to
contact the church office.

APRIL 2026 CONSISTORY MEETING SUMMARY

Reminder to congregation that doors will be locked during church services for security purposes.
Following important dates:

5-7 National Day of Prayer @ 11:00 am in the auditorium at the TV administration building (former
high school)

5-10 sign up sheet for Mother’s Day Breakfast

5-17 Spring hike @1:00 followed by gathering at Dale Duerr’s

6-14 “Bring a Buddy” to church

6-15 Mission committee fundraiser for mission trip to Kentucky in July. The planned event is a
“Takeout only” dinner of ham, cheesy potatoes, green beans, dinner roll and cookie.

TBD- cookout at Wolf's cabin and baptism in Tuscarawas River

Next consistory meeting May 14@ 6:30 in the parlor

CHURCH INFORMATION
Help us keep our church roster updated. Contact the office with any address or phone
changes. Thank you!

WORSHIP HOURS LET’S COMMUNICATE PASTOR

Worship 10:30am OFFICE — Kaley Hamilton, Secretary 330-874-2822 Pastor Don Perks
SUNDAY SCHOOL EMAIL — stjohnsect@aol.com 740-310-4557

9:30AM Sept-May WEBSITE — www.stjohnbolivar.org pagaperks@gmail.com

If you know someone interested in receiving the Epistle by mail or email
or if you no longer are interested in receiving the Epistle, please email
stjohnsect@aol.com and you will be removed from our list.
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