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  St. John UCC; 409 Park Ave., P.O. Box 156; Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY     May 2017 

                                          “In 
the complex and often dramatic situations of today’s world, may the Risen Lord 
guide the steps of all those who work for justice and peace. May he grant the 
leaders of nations the courage they need to prevent the spread of conflicts.”   

                        From the Easter message of Pope Francis 
 

Since mid-October of last year, I have been part of a “Culture of Peace Prophetic Witness Team,” 
established by the EOA-WRA. The purpose of our team is to enhance and encourage dialogue 
and sharing between and among classes, religions, and ethnic groups. Our first undertaking was 
an inter-faith worship service in October. Our second project was a workshop that we conducted 
at two sites in March. At each workshop we began with a centering exercise and meditation. Then 
we had two exercises: The first encouraged participants to engage in a series of scenarios and 
then to express their opinions on a range of “violent or not-violent” behavior for each situation 
described. The second invited participants to role-play in several situations as if they were a 
police-officer, a teacher, a pastor, a construction worker, or a business owner. Following each 
exercise we had a de-briefing in which participants shared their thoughts and feelings, and in 
particular, whether any of their beliefs or attitudes had been changed. We concluded each 
program with the prayer of St. Francis: 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;  

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

Where there is darkness, light;  

Where there is sadness, joy.  

 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek  

To be consoled as to console,  

To be understood as to understand,  

To be loved as to love;  

 

For it is in giving that we receive;  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 
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◄ April May  2017 June ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
 

 

Study Group, 

7pm 

3  

 

 

Choir 6:30pm 

4  

 

5  

Basement Sale 

9:00-4pm 

Country 

Breakfast 

8:00-11am 

 

Basement Sale 

8:00-noon 

7  
Communion 

8  

Clothes Closet/ 

Pastor’s Pantry 

9:00-noon, 

5:30-7:30pm 

9  

 

10  

Bolivar UMC  

Lunch 11:30am 

 

Choir 6:30am 

11  

 

12  

 

13  

 

14  
Mother’s Day 

 

Family Breakfast 

9:30am 

15  

Ladies 

Luncheon 

Wendy’s, 

11:30am 

 

Lifetouch 

Pictures 

2:00-9pm 

16  

Study Group 

7pm 

 

 

Lifetouch 

pictures 

2:00-9pm 

17  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir 6:30pm 

18  

St. Paul’s 

Dinner 

5:00-6:30pm 

 

Consistory 7pm 

19  

 

20  

 

21  
 

22  

Clothes Closet/ 

Pastor’s Pantry 

9:00-noon, 

5:30-7:30pm 

23  

Homeless 

Shelter 

Meal 

24  

 

 

 

Choir 6:30pm 

25  

Ascension Day 

26  

 

27  

 

28  
 

29  
MEMORIAL 

DAY 

30  
 

31  

 

 

 

Choir 6:30pm 

Notes:  Communion Servers for May: Fred 

Miller and Chris Carpenter 

  

http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/April-2017
http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/June-2017


The Epistle 

 

3 
 

                                                   

                                                          
 

 

SERVING IN JULY 

Liturgist 

 

  

May Birthdays 
 
Wanda Stucky (May 7)  Arline Mase (May 19) 
Max McCoy (May 11)  Missy Jones (May 20) 
Jeanne Nalley (May 12)  Janet Stewart (May 27) 
Betty Cummings (May 17) John Stucky (May 28) 

 
  
   
 Serving in May 

Liturgist    Acolyte       Coffee Hour 
May 7    Carolyn Birk  May 7    Deisy Felgenhauer    May 7 
May 14  Ron Gauding  May 14  Max McCoy     May 14 
May 21  Arline Mase  May 21  Julia Felgenhauer    May 21 
May 28  Dale Duerr  May 28  Hallie Carpenter     May 28 
 
          
Greeters       Bell Ringer 
May 7    Mark & Paula Goudy    May 7   Camden & Luke McCoy 
May 14  Birdie Wilt & Grace Renner   May 14  Hallie Carpenter 
May 21  Fred & Becky Miller    May 21  Max McCoy 
May 28  Charles & Jane Regula    May 28  Julia Felgenhauer 
 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 

 
Esther Simon                 Scotty Trambaugh 
Helen Hall                  Crystal Weaver 
Russell Ross            Fred Miller 
Bill & Lucile Lebold       Betty Cummings 
Clare Stevenson       Mike Mullett                                   
Barb Goldsmith (Hennis) 
Linda Levengood & John Stevenson (Clare’s        
brother and sister) 
Norman and Sharon McFeeders (brother and  
sisten-in-law of Helen Hall)        
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                            MILITARY NEWS 

Family friends of Clare and Chris Stevenson, the Burgess’, have asked 

for prayers for their son, Blake Burgess.  Blake has been deployed to 

the Persian Gulf (his first deployment).  At this time we have no details 

to share.  Please pray for Blake and his entire family for his safe 

return.  

 

New Directory Coming – Save the Date! 

On May 15 and 16 Lifetouch Studio will be taking portrait pictures for our new directory. There is 

no charge to our church for this service. Each family or individual who makes an appointment and 

has pictures taken for the directory will receive a free 8x10 photograph, a free directory and a 

coupon for ten dollars toward the purchase of additional pictures. 

There is no cost to the church for this service. Lifetouch earns their money through the 

sale of additional pictures. You are under no obligation to buy photographs. 

  

CHRISTMAS 2017 – Basement Sale 

We need your help to have a successful Basement Sale to reach our goal for Christmas 

2017.  Remember, the children of this area need us to help them have a happier Christmas. What 

do we need?  ITEMS ITEMS ITEMS (Anything but clothes), help with setting up tables after 

church Sunday, help putting items out on Monday, May 1 at 10:30, help at the sale, assisting 

guests, on Friday, May 5 and Saturday, May 6.  THANK YOU in advance for your help and 

support, 

 

Pastor Parish Relations Committee Is Up and Running 
 
On Sunday you will receive a letter from the Pastor Parish Relations Committee, which is a 

committee to open up the lines of communication.  Of course we can't expect things to happen 

overnight, but this is what we are starting with.  In this letter you will find several things that we 

ask you to prayerfully think about, and perhaps even jot down your thoughts.  
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Pastor Relations continued: 

Then, next week, someone from the committee will be calling you for your input.  We are asking 

you to be honest.  Tell us what you like and if there are concerns please share those 

too.  Our PROMISE to you, as members of the committee, is that all information will be 

confidential.  There will be NO names used in the future meetings, just healthy discussions, and 

progress to make St. John the church we want it to be. Watch for your letter Sunday. 

 

Clothes Closet Report for April 2017 

In April, the volunteers at the Clothes Closet were busy packing away some of the cold weather 

clothing still on display and putting out the warm weather clothing that had been saved from last 

year. There were a lot of new donations of summer clothing to sort and hang up on the racks. 

Marcia Howenstine from St. Paul Lutheran Church came twice to help along with Birdie Wilt and 

regulars MaryAnn Jerles from Bolivar Wesleyan, Jane, Cathy  and Jean Gauding.  Over 20 

people visited the Closet and receipts for the month were over $74.00. A donation of $50.00 was 

made from Clothes Closet funds toward the purchase of the gas cards the church keeps on hand 

for people who stop by needing help. 

The next open dates for the Closet (and the Pastor’s Pantry) will be May 8th and 22nd. Stop by to 

visit, have some coffee and a cookie, and see how the Clothes Closet operates.  If you know 

someone who needs the kind of help the Closet provides, please send them our way. 

 
Christian Education – Breakfast at 9:30am for Family and Friends 
 
Christian Education is hosting a breakfast on Mother’s Day, May 14 for family and friends.  
The sign-up sheet has been posted. 
 

 
APRIL 21, 2017- CONSISTORY MEETING 

 
Members present:  Rev. Houdeschell, Barb Berens(Pres.), Chris Stevenson( Acting Sec.),  Birdie 
Wilt,  Carolyn Birk,  Chris Carpenter 
 
Opening:  The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Minutes: (MINUTES ARE PRINTED IN THE EPISTLE) 
Sec. Minutes:  After review of the minutes, a motion to accept them was made by Carolyn Birk 
and seconded by Birdie Wilt. 
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Consistory report continued: 
 
Treasurer’s report: After a review and discussion of the Treasurer’s report, a motion was made by 
Chris Stevenson and seconded by Birdie Wilt to accept the report. 
 
Pastor’s report:   The Pastor’s report was reviewed with the members of Consistory, with one 
additional item added.  Rev. Houdeschell has conducted services at Hennis Care Center, and will 
be continuing with those services every other month. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Quickbooks:  The $565.00  charge received from Quickbooks was discussed.  This charge is for 
the entire year and is for the processing of the payroll.  It was determined that the cost per month 
for the service was well worth it to make payroll accurate and convenient. 
 
Barb reported that the various committees are up and running. 
 
Christian Ed. will be hosting a breakfast on May 14th. which is Mother’s Day.  The breakfast will 
be open to family and friends. 
 
Personnel committee: The Personnel committee has not had any response to the ads placed for 
choir, organist and secretary’s positions.  In conjunction with this discussion, other ideas for 
advertising will be considered, while keeping the advertising within the budget.  
 
Pastor Parish committee:  The groundwork is being laid to establish the Pastor Parish committee 
and has another meeting on the schedule. 
More info will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
No reports were currently available from the other committees at this time. 
 
Church Audit:  Barb has continued to try and contact the U.C.C. offices for help with our church 
audit.  Rev. Houdeschell reported a change in the personnel working at the U.C.C. offices as a 
possible reason for the delay in getting some help.  Consistory members encouraged Barb to 
continue trying to make contact with someone at the office. 
 
Caplea Architects: Barb has requested new invoices from the architectural firm but has not 
received any communication from them.  These invoices were previously sent but misplaced. She 
will continue her requests.  
 
Consistory position:  Rob Lee has agreed to come on to Consistory to replace Fred Miller.  A 
motion was made by Chris Carpenter and seconded by Carolyn to accept Rob’s appointment to 
Consistory. 
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Stained glass windows: Dale Duerr forwarded to Susan an email he received from Willet Hauser 
stained glass company and she sent it onto Barb.  David Krysiak from Willet Hauser, found St. 
John’s name and phone number in his files, and would be available to give a quote on either 
replacement or repair of the Church windows. It was decided to contact Willet Hauser for a quote. 
Barb will check with Susan on any other information that might be available on the window 
project.  Funding of the project was also discussed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:     
A reaffirmation of Consistory members and installation of Rob Lee will be held on June 4th. 
 
The Pastor had several new items to add to the agenda. 
The choir will be singing through Pentacost on June 4th.  It was suggested to then begin summer 
hours on June 11th and conclude on Rally Day.  The time for the summer hours was discussed, 
with a time being set for 9:30.  A motion was made by Chris Carpenter and seconded by Carolyn 
to accept the recommended change for summer. 
 
Rev. Houdeschell will be attending General Synod in Baltimore from June 30th to July 4th. It will be 
necessary to find a supply pastor for July 2nd.    Susan has a list of supply pastor’s in the office 
which is available from the Association. The fee is $75.00 per Sunday service. Barb will speak 
with Susan about contacting the Association. 
 
CLOSING:  Pastor Houdeschell closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
The next meeting will be May 18th. 
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