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  St. John UCC; 409 Park Ave., P.O. Box 156; Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY     November 2017 

                                           
      Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to God always 

for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 

enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind.               1 Corinthians 1:3-5 

November marks the second anniversary of my arrival at St. John, and the first anniversary of my becoming 

your settled pastor. It’s been a remarkable two years, and I do give thanks to each of you and to the community of 

St. John. I know that I have been blessed to be a part of St. John, and I hope that at least some of you have been 

blessed by my presence here.  

In the sermon last Sunday, I pointed out that the UCC proclaims that “God is still speaking.” From the 

Church’s website: “We believe in God’s continuing testament. This is why we are committed to hearing God's 

ancient story anew and afresh in our lives and in the world today.  We try to remain attentive to God's creative 

movement in the world. Religion and science are not mutually exclusive, and your head and heart are both 

welcomed into our places of worship. Why? Because God is still speaking.” 

In our Time for All Ages on Sunday, I shared the story of how David became king of Judah. I read the 

passage from 1 Samuel 16:7, “God does not see as humans see. Humans look at outward appearances, but the 

Lord looks into the heart.” I reminded the kids (and the grownups) that God loves each of us for who we are, not for 

however we may appear.  

The UCC states: “No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here. 

We believe in extravagant welcome.  This is why we insist that God's communion table is open, not closed, and 

God's gift and claim in baptism are irrevocable.  We advocate justice for all.  Our congregations extend hospitality 

as a sign of God's inclusive love.  We teach that evangelism — offering bread to those in search of it — is God's 

mission.  Our perspective is global, not provincial.  We work with — not against — people of other faiths.  Why? 

Because God is still speaking,” 

 

 The message I try to present every Sunday is one of God’s unconditional love for each person and for every 

part of God’s creation. It doesn’t matter how anyone feels about themselves, or how they feel about the church, 

God loves them. It’s a message I hope is catching on within St. John. If you haven’t been here for a while, know 

that you are missed, and that we will be reaching out to invite you to come back. You can consider this your first 

such invitation. Trust me when I say: 

“Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, YOU are welcome here!” 

Blessings, 

Pastor David+ 
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 November  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
All Saint’s Day 

Choir Practice, 

6:30pm 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
No Country 
Breakfast this 
month 

5  
Communion 

Recognize All 
Saint’s Day 

Daylight 
Savings Time 
Ends 

6  
Clothes Closet/ 
Pastor’s Pantry, 
9-Noon, 5:30-
7:30pm 

7  
Election Day 
Don’t forget to 
vote! 

8  
Bolivar UMC 
Lunch, 
11:30am 

 

Choir Practice, 
6:30pm 

9  
Consistory 
Meeting, 
7:00pm 

10  
 

11  
Veteran’s Day 

12  
Swiss Steak 
Dinner @ St. 
Paul 11:30-1pm 

13  
Mission 
Committee, 
10:00am 

 

14  
 

15  
Choir Practice, 
6:30pm 

16  
St. Paul’s 
Community 

Dinner, 5-
6:30pm 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Community 
Thanksgiving 
Service @  
Zoar UCC, 

7:00pm 

20  
Clothes 
Closet/Pastor’s 
Pantry, 9-noon, 
5:30-7:30pm 

Ladies Lunch 
@Wendy’s, 
11:30am 

21  
Epistle Items 
due  

22  
 

23  
Thanksgiving 
Day 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Homeless 
Shelter Meal 

29  
Choir Practice, 
6:30pm 

30  
 

 

 
 

Communion Servers for November 5th are Carolyn Birk, Birdie Wilt, Barb Berens and Rob Lee.   
This will be a Pew Communion. 
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SERVING IN JULY 

Liturgist 

 

  

November Birthdays 
 

Nov. 1 – Susan Henry  Nov. 19 – Bonnie McFeeders 
Nov. 1 – Bethy Winters  Nov. 23 – Ken Burris 
Nov. 11 – Mike Mullett    
Nov. 17 – Shirley Holdsworth 

 
 
  
   
 

 

Serving in November 

Liturgist   Acolytes            Bell Ringer  
11/5- Ron Gauding  11/5-Maggie & Leah Hamilton     11/5-Max McCoy 
11/12- Arline Mase  11/12-Kate Hamilton & Luke McCoy  11/12-Corinne Hamilton 
11/19-Dale Duerr  11/19-Max McCoy & Corinne Hamilton  11/19-Cam McCoy 
11/26-Carolyn Birk  11/26-Cam & Luke McCoy   11/26-Luke McCoy 
  
Greeters          
11/5-Bonnie McFeeders & Kathy Mizer 
11/12-Cathy Fenstermaker & Grace Renner, greeters/ Cathy F. and Jack Renner, ushers 
11/19-Fred & Becky Miller 
11/26-Ron Gauding & Rob Lee 

 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.) 
 

 
Esther Simon                 Scotty Trambaugh 
Helen Hall                  Crystal Weaver 
Bill & Lucile Lebold       Mike Mullett 
Clare Stevenson                                                 
Barb Goldsmith (Hennis) 
Family of Dale Duerr and Chris Stevenson 
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MILITARY NEWS 

Family friends of Clare and Chris Stevenson, the Burgesses, have asked 

for prayers for their son, Blake Burgess.  Blake has been deployed to the 

Persian Gulf (his first deployment).  At this time we have no details to 

share.  Please pray for Blake and his entire family for his safe return. 

 

 

ALL YOU CAN EAT COUNTRY BREAKFAST 

Cancelled for November 

 

ATTENDANCE BOOK 

Just a reminder that if you are a greeter/usher you are responsible for updating the attendance 

book that is in the desk – if you need assistance don’t hesitate to ask someone.  This is very 

important – we are asked to do a yearly report that involves attendance.  Thanks for your 

consideration. 

 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

If you have not picked up your church directory, please see Kaley 

Hamilton after church or during office hours.  

 

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

November is our month to collect donations for the Community Food 

Pantry. We are collecting non-perishable food items.  Please place 

donations in the shopping cart located in the vestibule.  We CANNOT 

distribute outdated food, so please check the dates on the packages 

before donating. 

 

WELCOME NEW EMPLOYEES 

Congratulations to Barb Norman, our new Church Custodian and to Kaley Hamilton, our 

new Administrative Assistant.  Please welcome these ladies to our church family. 
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Clothes Closet Report for September and October 

In September we had our semi-annual Dollar-a-Bag Sale as our volunteers sorted through summer 

clothing deciding what to store for next year and what to pass on to another 

organization. In October we filled the shelves with cold weather clothing that had been 

stored or recently donated.  Volunteers for September and October included Cathy, 

Jane, Maryann Jerles, Jean Gauding and Charles Regula.  The combined totals for 

September and October were over $75 in receipts and over 30 visitors to the Closet.  

Anyone is welcome to stop by for a visit and a cup of coffee or tea and a baked treat (often homemade by 

Jane or Charles Regula.)  Our open days in November will be shifted to the first and third Mondays. The 

dates will be November 6th and 20th for the Clothes Closet and Pastor’s Pantry.  Because of this, the 

meeting date for the Mission Committee will be moved to the second Monday, November 13th at 10a.m. 

 

Homeless Shelter Meal 

Thank you to all who helped put together the homeless shelter meal for September.  Dale Duerr prepared 

the ham and hotdogs, and buns. Joyclin Ely prepared the green beans, Cathy Fenstermaker made the 

cheesy potatoes, and Grace Renner and Birdie Wilt baked brownies for dessert. Others who donated 

supplies or money were Esther Simon, Lynn Rootring, Susan Henry, Paula Goudy, Chris Stevenson and 

Mary Birk. Dale Duerr and Chuck Fenstermaker delivered the meal to the shelter.  We will be discussing 

the next meal, scheduled for November 28th, at the next Mission meeting on November 13th.  As always, 

the Mission Committee meetings are open to anyone who has an interest in participating. 

 

Notice of Congregational Meeting 
 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will take place Sunday, November 19, 2017 immediately following 
the church service.  This is the meeting to approve the 2018 Budget and elect our Consistory members. 
 
Three (3) members are needed for Consistory - one for a 1 Year term and two (2) members for 3 Year 
terms.  If you are interested in filling any of these positions, please let a member of the Nominating 
Committee know.  They are: Carolyn Birk, Rob Lee, Don Baad, Pam Diehl and Arline Mase. 
 
If you are interested in serving on the Budget Committee, please let Barb Berens know immediately. 

 
**REMEMBER – We must have thirty (30) voting members present for a quorum. 
 
Thanks, 
Barb Berens, Consistory President 
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OCTOBER 10, 2017 – CONSISTORY MEETING MINUTES 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Rev. Houdeschell, Barb Berens (Pres.), Carolyn Birk (Vice Pres.), 
Chris Stevenson (Sec.), Birdie Wilt, Rob Lee 
 
REPORTS: (MINUTES ARE REPORTED IN THE EPISTLE) 
Secretary’s report: Minutes for the last meeting on Sept. 14th were reviewed along with the Minutes for the 
Special meeting held after church on Sept. 24th.  The incorrect date was stated on the Sept. 24 minutes 
and will be changed to read Sept. 24th.   
Following the date change, a motion was made by Rob and seconded by Birdie to accept both sets of 
minutes. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
The continuing transfer of funds to cover expenses was, as always, part of the financial discussion.  
Following the discussion, a motion was made by Rob Lee and seconded by Chris Stevenson to accept 
the Treasurer’s report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Pastor’s report:  Pastor Houdeschell reviewed the report which covered August and September. 
Consistory members expressed an interest in having Rev. Houdeschell make a presentation on his 
vacation to the Panama Canal. 
Rev. Houdeschell added additional information concerning the EOA/WRA Assoc. Annual Meeting at the 
First UCC in New Philadelphia. The meeting will be held on Nov. 4th from 8:30 to 2:00 and is open to 
anyone who wishes to attend. 
 
Rev. Houdeschell said that Kaley is doing a great job fitting into the secretary’s position and Susan is 
continuing to help her with the details. 
 
The Pastor noted that Barb Norman is doing a very good job cleaning the church.  
 
CONSISTORY DINNER: The dinner held by consistory on Sept. 24th brought in $475.00 toward the 2017 
Christmas fund. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The election committee, consisting of five people, has been established. 
 
Work on the printing of the Church brochure is still in progress with the cost from various companies being 
considered.   
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  Following the brief meeting on Sunday Sept. 24th, Kaley Hamilton’s position 
as secretary was confirmed. 
 
MISSION COMMITTEE:  The last meeting was held to confirm the arrangements for the Homeless 
Shelter meal. 
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BOCE:  The B.O.C.E. has, at the suggestion of the Mission committee and with T4C, implemented the 
Underwear for Kids project.  Donations of underwear and diapers are being requested from the 
congregation and will be turned in to T4C.  These will be turned in on Dec. 3rd to their office for distribution 
to the children in need.  There is a box in the entry for any donations. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Job descriptions:  The organist and secretary’s job descriptions have been changed to reflect new 
employee policy.  Part of these changes were concerning vacation and job reviews. 
 
SOCIAL HALL RENTAL: A review of the new agreement for use and rental of the social hall was 
discussed   No rental fee will be charged for funerals or weddings. 
Other occasions to use the social hall will require a charge for non-members and a deposit fee for 
members. There are included in the agreement, stipulations as to what items can be used and what items 
are not available for their use. 
At the next consistory meeting, the new agreement will be reviewed and discussed again, with a vote to 
approve or reject its content. 
 
BUDGET COMMITTEE: Consistory will be asking for help with the budget committee. There will be five 
people on the committee with two from consistory. 
 
OTHER: Rev. Houdeschell would like to get an account of the church keys that are currently in use.  
This would also help the Secretary in her new job. 
 
Barb said that she has occasionally found some inside doors have been left open.  Rev. Houdeschell will 
make mention to the congregation to check them before they leave. 
 
CORRECTION: (IN THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS SECTION) 
JIM HAUETER “VOLUNTEERED” HIS TIME TO HELP WITH SOME OF THE OUTSIDE WORK, AND 
DID NOT RECEIVE ANY COMPENSATION FROM THE CHURCH OR FROM A PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL. 
A THANK YOU WILL BE SENT TO MR. HAUETER.  
 

The next meeting will be on Nov. 9th 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



The Epistle 

 

8 
 

 



The Epistle 

 

9 
 

 



The Epistle 

 

10 
 

 


