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  St. John UCC; 409 Park Ave., P.O. Box 156; Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY     September 2020 
             

 

             Throughout human history we have sought to understand the 
answers to the big questions that seem to endlessly loom above us: Why are we here? 
Who are we? Where are we going? Is there a purpose to any of this? Many philosophers 
and sages through the years have attempted to provide answers. Some of them, 
unfortunately, have even claimed to have gained access to the absolute and eternal truth.  
            Another matter of concern is the subject of human suffering. The book of Job, from 
the Hebrew Scriptures, is an allegorical story about suffering. Suffering and illness were 
considered at that time to be the result of sin. That was true also during the time of Jesus. 
John writes that when Jesus and his disciples encountered a man who was blind from 
birth, the disciples asked Jesus who sinned, the man or his parents.  

Job, however, was described as a sinless man. So after experiencing the loss of his 
family and his flocks, and then being stricken with skin lesions, he was understandably 
upset. He lashed out at God for the unfairness of his treatment at God’s hands.  This 
provoked this response:  “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell 
me, if you have understanding…” 
Job 38: 4 (NRSV) Another translation has, “Where were you when the world was made?”  
            As of August 26, there are 5,752,653 cases of the coronavirus in the United States. 
Our nation has experienced 177,759 deaths from the disease. Not only the victims of the 
virus, but also their families and other loved ones are suffering from its impact.  
            We understand now that illnesses and accidents are not the result of sin. God does 
not inflict these things on us. They are, however, a part of the human experience. 
            May we remember that God is with us, even in the midst of suffering. Let us feel 
secure in the embrace of God’s loving arms. Amen. 
Blessings,  
Pastor David+ 
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 September  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 1 Cor 12-14 
 

2 1 Cor 15-16 
 

3 2 Cor 1-4 
 

4 2 Cor 5-9 
 

5 2 Cor 10-13 
 

6 Gal 1-3 
Pew Communion 
10:30am 

7 Gal 4-6 
Labor Day 

8 Eph 1-3 
 

9 Eph 4-6 
 

10 Phili 
Consistory 
Meeting 6:30pm 

11 Col 
 

12 1 Thes  
 

13 2 Thes 
Sunday School 
Begins 9:15am 

14 1 Tim 
Clothes 
Closet/Pastor’s 
Pantry 9:00am-
12:00pm (tentative 

opening date) 

15 2 Tim 
 

16 Titus/Phile 
 

17 Heb 1-6 
 

18 Heb 7-10 
 

19 Heb 11-13 
 

20 James 
 

21 1 Peter 
 

22 2 Peter 
Homeless Shelter 
Meal 

23 1 John 
 

24 2 John/Jude 
Epistle Items Due 

25 Rev 1-3 
 

26 Rev 4-8 
 

27 Rev 9-13 
Pastor Jeff 
Shultz, Guest 
Pastor 

28 Rev 14-18 
Clothes 
Closet/Pastor’s 
Pantry 9:00am-
12:00pm 

29 Rev 19-20 
 

30 Rev 21-22 
 

Daily Bible Readings are listed for each 
day.  
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September Birthdays 
 

9/1 – Richard McFeeders  9/22 – Dale Duerr 
9/2 – Jordan Felgenhauer  9/26 – Kody Mizer 
9/12 – Ken Bee    9/28 – Chris Scott 
9/14 – Barbie Harrower   

 
 

 
 
 

***We will not have greeters/ushers until futher notice due 
to social distancing*** 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Nila Baad, Terry Carpenter, Diane Delong, Bob 
and Joyclin Ely, Bill Emley Sr., Pam Farnsworth, 
Barb Goldsmith, Helen Hall, Patty Hartman, 
Anne Houdeschell, Missy Jones, Linda 
Levengood, Katie Miskell, Kim Moore, Thelma 
Morrison, Mike Mullett, Holly Myers, Jeanne 
Nalley, George Rootring, Charles Smith, John 
and Wanda Stucky, Crystal Weaver 
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SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES 

There are several guidelines that will need to be followed 

in order to ensure the safety of the congregation during 

worship services.  If you have not received the guidelines 

by mail/email, please call the church office for a copy.  

We are not providing bibles in the pews at this time, so 

please feel free to bring your own. 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you so much to Dale Duerr and Chuck Fenstermaker who 

organized a work day for our youth.  They scraped and painted the 

shed.  The group included, Leah, Maggie and Kate Hamilton, Cam 

and Luke McCoy and Brody Wolf.  They all worked hard and then 

enjoyed lunch provided by Dale.  Thanks everyone! 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

Happy 64th Anniversary to John and Wanda Stucky on September 

2nd.  We wish them the best!  Their address is John & Wanda 

Stucky, Wesley Village Suite 2004, 1125 Lexington Rd., Wilmore, KY 

40390 if you would like to send a card. 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 

The Christmas project committee will be holding a Rummage 

Sale. The date is to be announced.  They are looking at holding 

it in the fall at this time.   All proceeds will benefit the Community 

Christmas Project.  The committee is asking for donations of 

household items, decorations, games, books, etc.  No clothing 

will be accepted. Any donations can be left in the church social 

hall.  Please see Chris Stevenson or Pam Diehl if you have any 

questions or to make arrangements for drop off. 
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FOURTH AND FIFTH SUNDAY GUEST PASTOR 

Pastor Jeff Shultz, from Zoar UCC, will be serving as guest pastor on the 

4th and 5th Sunday of every month.  We look forward to having him lead 

worship on those Sunday’s! 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Coffee Hour has resumed.  Social distancing will be 

appreciated and every precaution will be taken for safety.  

Please sign up at the bulletin board to serve for a Sunday or 

two.  Come and enjoy a little social time after worship service! 

 

HOMELESS SHELTER MEAL 

St. John UCC provides a meal for the Friends of the Homeless of 

Tuscarawas County every other month.  We are looking for a 

volunteer to head up this project.  Please contact the church office if 

you are interested or for more information.   

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

On the monthly calendar, every day has a passage from the bible.  Follow 

this daily schedule and you will read the entire bible in one year!  The 

schedule will also be listed by the week in the Sunday Bulletin.   

 

PRAYER LIST/CARD MINISTRY 

Every week, our prayer list is updated to the best of our 

ability. Please notify the office if you have any additions, 

deletions or suggestions!  Remember the shut-ins and those 

on the prayer list.  “Thinking of you” cards, a note, or a 

telephone call means so much.  Contact the church office if 

you need addresses or phone numbers.    
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CONSISTORY MEETING MINUTES – July 9, 2020 

Consistory meeting minutes will now be published AFTER they have been approved 

at the following months meeting. 

1) CALL TO ORDER –  

Chris Stevenson called meeting to order.   
Members present: Chris Stevenson President, Becky Wolf VP, Becky Miller, Dick 
Diehl, Birdie Wilt, Dale Duerr, Pastor David, and Secretary Pam Diehl. 

2) OPEN MEDIATION – Pastor David, Still, Still, Still, written by Rachel Hackenberg. 

3) CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA - none 

4) CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS OF PREVIOUS MEETING – none, Birdie Wilt motion 

to accept, Becky Miller 2nd.  All were in favor. 

5) APPROVAL/CORRECTIONS OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT – We did give 

$300 to food pantry, Dale Duerr motion to accept, Dick Diehl 2nd.  All were in favor. 

6) PASTORS REPORT – Maintained phone contact with members who are 

homebound and produced a weekly sermon for distribution to all members. 

Coming up:  Though we have returned to public worship, I will continue to produce 
my weekly sermons for shut-ins and any others who desire them. 

7) CORRESPONDENCE (IF ANY) – Janice Curance at Methodist Church, thanked for 

the donations.  Christian outreach food pantry. 

8) COMMITTEE REPORTS – none  

9) OLD BUSINESS –Explanation about communion.  Take the wafer (bread) and cup 

as received.  It was nice to hear people sing under their breaths or humming.  Pastor 

Jeff Shultz from Zoar will do the 4th and 5th Sunday.  Pastor Jeff will be doing the 

service July 26th.  The going rate for per service is $125.  Is there any paperwork that 

needs to be done?  Timing is the only issue.  His service at Zoar stops at 10:30a so 

he will come over right after that to do our service.  We will have to delay 

compensating for time.  Ask Mary and Gretchen to play a little longer, start with the 

liturgist until the Pastor arrives.   

Had a discussion on the signs to put out in parking lot.  Becky W. is going to check 
on a business she knows that does them.  Sign to say “No Commercial Trucks” or 
“No Commercial Vehicles” something close to that.  Size and posts for signs.  Becky 
W. to get prices.  “No thru Traffic except deliveries” was also suggested.  Everyone 
thought that was a good statement for the sign.  Heavy trucks are the issue.  
Possibly 12x18 size, 3 or 4 signs.   
What are the green lines in the parking lot for?  Have Kaley call Dave Franks to find 
out why. 
Chris talked to Jane Regula and said they are doing fine. 
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Ministerial meeting scheduled July 6th at Methodist Church did not happen.  Pastor 
David will check on that.  The next meeting will be on Aug 3rd.  Pastor David will 
attend that. 
 
Dale asked if they are the ones that will let us know where we are with the food 
pantry? 
Call the office to find out what is going on with the food pantry. 
We should address the ceiling stains and have them painted.   
We also should address having the church pressure washed.  Chris Carpenter did 
the church last time. 
Dale suggested to have the youth group scrape and paint the shed.  He talked to 
Kaley about it, to set up a date.  Dale would talk to Chuck Fenstermaker to 
supervise.  It would be a youth project and service project. 
The pile of slate by the shed.  Is it sellable?  Becky Wolf will put them on 
marketplace on facebook to sell.  What price we can sell them or $1.00 a slate obo, 
was suggested. 
Is anything being done with the church facebook account.  Becky Miller is 
administrator of account.  Transfer to Becky Wolf.  We can put the epistle and 
sermon on facebook.  Discussed what information we can put on facebook account.   
 

10) NEW BUSINESS –  

Janet is not doing the homeless shelter anymore.  Any ideas?  We have been doing 
a donation.  Usually they have plenty of food.  If they need food, we can do that.  
Dale will investigate and let us know. 
We do every other month.  Next time should be this month.  If it is Dale will get sign-
up sheet and set it up. 
Next meeting should discuss plan for Sunday school.  Should usually start in 
September and protocol.  Then post on facebook that we are having Sunday School.  
Need to have the masks and such.   Then what about the kids?  Follow the protocol 
that the schools have for when they start back.  Start around Rally day?  Find out 
about that.  Becky M will talk to Gretchen and find out her opinion and ideas. 
 

NEXT MEETING:  August 13th @ 6:30p 
 
Adjourn Becky Miller motion to adjourn, Becky Wolf 2nd. 
Closing with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Secretary  
Pam Diehl 
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