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  St. John UCC, 409 Park Avenue, PO Box 156, Bolivar, Ohio 44612 

FRIENDSHIP●MISSION●SPIRITUALITY   August 2026 

 

 Hello family, 

I am sitting at my desk this morning working on the last piece of work I need to finish so I can begin 

to pack my suitcase and jump on a plane and enjoy a week of vacation on a beach in Florida. As I am 

thinking about this, I can feel the tension that comes for me between work and rest circulating in my 

mind. Some would call this learning to handle the ebb and flow of life or some call it the “ying and yang”. 

I think many of us struggle with finding balance between work and rest in our daily, yearly lives. We 

work six days and rest on the seventh. We work fifty weeks a year to vacation for two weeks. We work 12-

14 hours a day to rest 8 hours as we sleep. Even though all the medical research tells us that a good 7-8 

hours of sleep a night is beneficial to establishing a healthy lifestyle, many of us find it hard to turn off the 

mind even as we lay in bed at night. 

The Bible recognizes the tension we humans have between work and rest. The Apostle Paul makes 

these statements, “Make it your ambition… to work with your hands”, “If a man will not work, he will not 

eat” and in Colossians we find these words, “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus”. The lesson is we should not be idle but to work hard, and work as if Jesus were 

our boss. 

But the Bible also reminds us of Jesus saying, “Come unto Me all who are weary and tired and I will 

give you rest.” On one occasion Jesus sent His disciples out to do ministry (work). When they returned, 

“He took them with Him and they withdrew by themselves…”. Oh, if that is not enough there is the fourth 

commandment, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work… on the Sabbath you shall do no work.” 

We need to work! God placed us on the earth to work and care for His creation. We should take 

pride in our work and see it as a way to glorify the Lord through it. But we also need to remember that we 

also need to rest. Jesus knew that was true for His disciples and God knew that rest was necessary for all 

of us. When we rest it is a time to allow God to renew us, to re-create us (from which we get the word 

recreation), and to strengthen us and remind us that He is in control and we can trust Him to help us do all 

we are called to do.  

I admit I am still learning these lessons. My To-Do list is longer than I will ever have the time to 

complete. So, I think I will take a vacation and think about how I can learn to find balance in my life. I hope 

you can do the same. See you when I get back, well rested and maybe even a little sun-burned.  

 

Your Pastor, Don 
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 August  2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
Guest Pastor 
Noah Allen 

 

Youth Bible 
Study 6:30pm 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Local Mission 
Meeting 
6:00pm 

6  
Free 
Community 
Meal @ St. 
Paul 
11:30am-
1:00pm 

7  
 

8  
Church 
Canoeing/Picnic/Baptism 
@ Wolf’s Cabin  

(see page 4 for details) 

9  
Communion 
10:30am 

 

Youth Bible 
Study 6:30pm 

10  
Clothes 
Closet 
9:00am-
12:00pm and 
5:30pm-
7:00pm 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
Back to 
School Blast 
@ TV 
5:00pm-
7:00pm 

15  
 

16  
Youth Bible 
Study 6:30pm 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
First Day of 
School @ TV 

 

20  
Free 
Community 
Meal @ St. 
Paul 
11:30am-
1:00pm 

21  
 

22  
Social Hall Reserved  

23  
Youth Bible 
Study 6:30pm 

24  
Clothes 
Closet 
9:00am-
12:00pm 

25  
Epistle Items 
Due 

 

Bible Study 
10:30am/6:30pm 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Youth Bible 
Study 6:30pm 

31  
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BIRTHDAY LIST 

 

August 10 – Min Lee 

August 18 – Pastor Don Perks 

August 19 – Jean Gauding 

August 22 – Jeff Brinkman 

August 25 – Gretchen Deubner 

August 28 – Vada Bandy 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST/CARD MINISTRY 
 

Every week, our prayer list is updated to the best of our ability. Please notify the office if you have 

any additions, deletions or suggestions!  Please remember those on the prayer list.  “Thinking of 

you” cards, a note, or a telephone call means so much.  Contact the church office if you need 

addresses or phone numbers.  

 

Please remember the following in your prayers: 
 

Cathy Birk, Mary Birk, Karen Carling, Ginny and Willis Digman,  
Missy Jones, Carol Kinsey and Schlegel Family Cousins, Randy Levengood,  

Bonnie Lieser, Harper Szenderski, Birdie Wilt,  
 

**PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR  

 

If you join us for worship, you know we normally host a coffee hour after 

the service.  We are in need of volunteers to host this weekly time of 

fellowship.  Please sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested!   
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LOCAL MISSION MEETING 
 

There will be a meeting held on Wednesday August 5th at 6:00pm at the 
church to discuss local missions.  We currently support many missions and 
want to discuss further how St. John can impact our local community and 
local needs.  Please plan on attending this important and worthwhile meeting! 

 
 

CHURCH PICNIC/BAPTISM 
 

On Saturday August 8t, St. John UCC will be having a full day of fun events!  The day begins at 

9:00am with a canoe/kayak trip for the youth.  The trip should 

take a few hours and then the entire congregation (friends and 

family, too!) are invited to the Wolf’s Cabin in Port Washington 

for a covered dish picnic at 1:00pm.  The address to the cabin is 

1698 Fillman’s Bottom Road SW, Port Washington, OH 43837 

and from there you will follow the signs.  Bring a covered dish 

and a lawn chair.  Following the meal, Pastor Don will be 

baptizing anyone who wishes to or anyone who wishes to 

reaffirm their faith.  The baptism will occur in the river at the 

cabin. If you are interested in the baptism, you must talk 

with Pastor Don ahead of time.  Also, anyone who would 

like to participate in the canoeing must RSVP by August 3rd 

by emailing (stjohnsect@aol.com) or calling the church 

office (330-874-2822) so we can be sure to have enough 

canoes/kayaks.  

 

BIBLE STUDY  

Adult Bible Study is will start back up on August 25th and will be held 

every Tuesday.  Sessions will be held at 10:30am and 6:30pm.  Please 

come when it is most convenient for you.   

 

Cassie Brown continues to lead a Youth Bible Study every Sunday for 

grades 7-12.  This study is held in the Parlor and begins at 6:30pm.    
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CLOTHES CLOSET 

We were open on July 13 with Chris, Cathy, Lynn, Jean, 

Jane, and Peg there to help. Fourteen customers came by 

to shop. There were actually more people shopping but 

some were family members who put their purchases 

together to pay.  Receipts totaled a little over one hundred 

dollars.  We had several big shoppers that day!  

Two new racks were purchased to replace some that were falling apart from being heavily laden 

with clothes and moved around so much. Now we buy only “heavy duty” clothing racks! 

Our next open dates will be July 27, August 10 and 24. We plan to try opening in the evening 

again on August 10th, from 5:30 to 7 pm.  

 

BASEMENT SALE 

Mark your calendars for our annual basement sale.  It will be held 

October 8th-10th.  Donations will be accepted on September 28th and 

29th from 10:00am-5:00pm.  Large and small donations are welcome 

and they can be dropped off in the fellowship hall. Any clothing 

donations can be placed in the outside donation bin. Arrangements can 

be made with the church office or with Chris Stevenson (330-243-2816 

call or text) for drop off if those dates/times do not work.  All proceeds 

from this event go to the Tusky Valley Affordable Christmas project which gives a “hand up, not a 

hand out” to families in the district to assist with their Christmas.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT – JUNE 2026 

            Year-to-Date 

Income – June (4 Sundays)    $ 8,866.50  $ 53,588.40 

Monthly Expenses      $(6,309.09)  $(43,451.31) 

 

If you would like further details and/or a copy of the complete Treasurer’s Report, please feel free to 

contact the church office. 
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CHURCH INFORMATION 

Help us keep our church roster updated.  Contact the office with any address or phone 

changes.  Thank you! 
WORSHIP HOURS  LET’S COMMUNICATE     PASTOR 

Worship 10:30am  OFFICE – Kaley Hamilton, Secretary 330-874-2822 Pastor Don Perks 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  EMAIL – stjohnsect@aol.com    740-310-4557    

9:30AM  Sept-May  WEBSITE – www.stjohnbolivar.org     pagaperks@gmail.com  

 

If you know someone interested in receiving the Epistle by mail or email 

or if you no longer are interested in receiving the Epistle, please email 

stjohnsect@aol.com and you will be removed from our list.  

mailto:stjohnsect@aol.com
http://www.stjohnbolivar.org/
mailto:pagaperks@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnsect@aol.com

