The Epistle

St. John UCC; 409 Park Ave., P.O. Box 156: Bolivar, Ohio 44612
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Grom the ' L . .
?sz Last Sunday the St. John community tried something different. We

called this new experienc-seevanbfasi al
gathered around tables, broke bread together, shared a meal which had been provided by
consistory members, discussed issues of concern to our church, prayed together, and then
concluded by sharing Athe cup of wine.o

These are some of the topics that we talked aboutd in no particular order other than that in
which | wrote them down:
Making sure the churchés web site and F.
invitational,
Reaching out to former members and inviting them to come back,
Approaching non-members at events like the Country Breakfast and telling them
about our church.
Having Consistory ask members of the congregation about summer time changes
Having an occasional weeknight service.
Contacting all newcomers to Bolivar, using a mass mailing of the new church
brochure being produced by Cathy Fenstermaker.
Creating special programs for specific age groups, for example:
Canoeing trips and film nights for children/youth,
ADate Nightso for parents with childr
their parents have some alone time together.

With the help of God, let us all work together to make these efforts successful.

Pastor David+
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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Aug. 1 Pam Diehl
Aug. 10 Min Lee

Aug. 10 Nila Baad
Aug. 17 Dick Diehl

Auqust Birthdays

Aug. 19 Jean Gauding

Aug. 25 Rhonda Felgenhauer
Aug. 25 Gretchen Deubner
Aug. 25 Mishella Mase

Serving in August

Liturgist Acolyte Coffee Hour (9am)
Aug. 6 Carolyn Birk Aug. 6 Max McCoy Aug. 6

Aug. 13 Dale Duerr Aug. 13 Hallie Carpenter Aug. 13

Aug. 20 Ron Gauding Aug. 20 Julia Felgenhauer Aug. 20

Aug. 27 Arline Mase Aug. 27 Max McCoy Aug. 27

Greeters

Aug. 6

Aug. 13
Aug. 20
Aug. 27

Beth & Hallie Carpenter
Gretchen Deubner & Max McCoy
Charles & Jane Regula

Dale Duerr & Ron Gauding

Bell Ringer
Aug. 6 Julia Felgenhauer

Aug. 13 Hallie Carpenter
Aug. 20 Max McCoy
Aug. 27 Camden & Luke McCoy

(Please try to find a replacement if you are unable to serve.)

Esther Simon Scotty Trambaugh
Helen Hall Crystal Weaver
Bill & Lucile Lebold Mike Mullett

Clare Stevenson

Barb Goldsmith (Hennis)

Linda Levengood ( C| agiser) s
Family of Bill Lebold
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MILITARY NEWS

Family friends of Clare and Chris Stevenson, the Burgesses, have asked

. for prayers for their son, Blake Burgess. Blake has been deployed to the
Persian Gulf (his first deployment). At this time we have no details to
share. Please pray for Blake and his entire family for his safe return.

UPDATED MEMBERSHIP LISTS

St. John has updated the active membership list for 2017. Copies of the list were made available
and handed out during a recent worship service. If you did not receive your updated membership
list and would like to receive your copy, contact the office by calling 330/874-2822 or stopping in
the office.

Fiawy L

oA %JL The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates has been called by the Penn NE

GO JM Conference to be their Conference Minister. She will begin her new
position on September 1, 2017.

Bonnie has served our two associations as our Associate for
Congregational Vitally and Development with joy, expertise and innovation. During
her time here, she developed our Coaching Program, has overseen several church
mergers and new church starts and worked closely with the search committees of
many local congregations as they called new pastoral leadership. Her work with our
Church Vitality Team led them to be in collaborative ministry with the Ohio Region
Disciples of Christ. Her quest for excellence and her deep love of the local church
has served us well.

There will be a Farewell Open House on Sunday, August 6 from 2 -5PM at The Church
in Silver Lake (2951 Kent Rd, Silver Lake).

Job The Personnel Committee is actively seeking to fill positions for part-time secretary,
W“'mqs organist/pianist and choir director. Anyone interested can send resumes to St. John
.'/ United Church of Christ, P.O. Box 156, Bolivar, Ohio 44612 c/o Personnel Committee.
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Back to SchoadWlission Project

9am to 2pm.

The School Supply Give away will be held on August 12" from

School supplies are made available to K-8 students in the Tusky

Valley district who are in the free or reduced lunch program. We

need your help to collect the needed items. Thank you.

Only the items on these lists are needed. These are the items which are required by several grades or

are more expensive.

Plastic or vinyl, college ruled spiral notebooks

College ruled composition books

Filler paper wide ruled

2-pocket folders, some with prongs, some without

Graphing paper notebooks

5 tab sets of plastic subject dividers

1 inch 3-ring binders

Plastic/vinyl folders with pockets and prongs

Ticonderoga pencils

Large erasers

4 pack dry erase markers,
fine tip and broad tip are requested for different grades
(large packages will be split up into packages of four)

24 count Crayola crayons

8 count Crayola markers, broad tip, classic colors

12 count colored pencils

Gluesticks

Sketch books for advanced art

Scissors appropriate for 4™ and 5" graders

Plastic school boxes

Pencil bags

Compasses for 7" grade math

Ziploc bags quart and gallon sizes (mega boxes will be split up into smaller packages)

éand of course, rolls of paper towel s

and

boxes

o
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mfﬁﬂi‘uﬁwgﬂ'ﬁﬁrﬁgw _ Thanks to those who helped with the meal for the Tuscarawas
.!IQ:_Elesan,ﬁ?ﬁ";;f;"“g . Co. Homeless Shelter on July 25, 2017 by donating money, food,
’Egghgme;!,gsﬁfﬂg,@g quegnmg“ﬁsh or meal preparation and delivery. Those who assisted were
“ilsireet g £ 28 nahnnﬂ{:glugéggzhegga" Joyclin Ely, Esther Simon, Rose Brinkman, Charles & Jane
é3§‘,§¥§§§5’§§g§sﬂ°"5"§> Regula, Dale & Claudia Duerr, Cathy & Chuck Fenstermaker, Mary
aiggE = Birk, Barb Berens, Susan Henry, and Becky Miller. We served a

picnic meal of brats, hot dogs, baked beans, potato chips and dip, ice cream with toppings, and
brownies. Dale and Chuck delivered the meal. The next scheduled meal is set for September 26,
2017. Thanks, Claudia

Mark Your

Christmas 2017 is in full swing. St. John& Consistory will host a
lunch on September 24, 2017 following the worship service 1 all
proceeds will benefit Christmas 2017.

FOCUS ON THE GLASS

A |l ady went to her Pastor and said APastor,

responded ABut why?06 The | ady gahautdnofhek meémbdr,as a w

man that is a hypocrite; the worship team living wrong; people looking at their phone during
service; among SsSo many other things wrong 1in

The Pastor replied iOK. But bef or efwsterandgalk, d
around the church three times without spilling a drop on the ground. Afterwards, leave the church
if you desire.o The |l ady thought: too easy!
Pastor had asked. When she finished she told the Pastor she was ready to leave.

The Pastor said, fAnBefore you |l eave | want to
around the church, did you see anyone gossinp
hypocrites?" The lady said "No.""Anyone | ooki ng at their phone?0o
AYou were focused on the glass, to make sure

same with our life. When we keep our eyes on Jesus, we don't have time to see the mistakes of
others. We will reach out a helping hand to them and concentrate on our own walk with the Lord."

Andy Harris, Lead Pastor at The Church of the Cross, Bossier City, LA
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July 20, 2017- CONSISTORY MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT- REV. HOUDESCHELL, BARB BERENS (PRES.), CAROLYN BIRK
(VICE PRES.), CHRIS STEVENSON (SEC.), ROB LEE

The meeting was opened with the Lordds Prayer

MINUTES: (CONSISTORY MINUTES ARE PROVIDED IN THE EPISTLE

Sec. minutes from the June meeting and also the meeting conducted by email to approve the
Accessibility grant were reviewed.

Rob Lee made a motion to approve both minutes with a second by Carolyn Birk.

Treasurer 6s report: After diicloding mentiomof am Bnortyrhoais f i n
donation made to the church, a motion was made by Chris Stevenson and seconded by Carolyn
Birk to accept the report.

Reports:
Pastords report : subRites & report dildsiacti@tescdoried June, along with
upcoming events, and also other items of concern.

Mission: Preparing for the homeless shelter meal was organized and confirmed at the meeting.
Also on the agenda, was the upcoming School Supply Giveaway to be held on Aug. 12™.

Board of Christian Ed.: Vacation Bible School, which was held at St. John in July, hosted an
average of 50-60 children with help from other area churches.
Rally Day will be the next event to be planned.

Christmas 2017 Project: Consistory will be hosting a lunch on Sept. 24. The lunch will be held to
benefit the Christmas Project.

Consistory has approved a Church brochure put together by Cathy Fenstermaker. Rob Lee is
checking with various printing companies on the cost of printing the brochures. These brochures
will be used to provide information throughout the community about St. John.

Social Hall Sunday: On July 23". the regular church service will be held in the social hall and will
be a discussion type service. Pastor Houdeschell will be serving a piece of bread to each person
in attendance at the beginning of the service, and a swallow of grapejuice at the end of the
service.

Consistory will be providing coffee cake and beverages .
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Greeting cards: Chris Stevenson will continue to check on the cost of greeting cards which will
be sent to church members who are on the inactive list or have not attended St. John recently.
The cards will be a Athinking of youodo type ca

NEW BUSINESS:
Tusky Valley Ad: It was decided by consistory not to place an ad in the Tusky Valley Athletic
Boosters publication.

Accessibility Presentation: On July 30", as part of the service, the representative from Caplea
Architects will be giving a presentation on the accessibility plans for St. John. It is hopefully a
chance to answer any questions that might come from the congregation and clarify the plans that
have been previously presented to St. John.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Gas Cards: A concern with the gas cards which are given out to travelers contacting the church
for help, has come to the attention of consistory. It has been decided that the cards will be in the
care of Rev. Houdeschell.

Times Reporter: A suggestion was made to a consistory member to approach the Times
Reporter about doing an interview with Rev. Houdeschell. Chris Stevenson will talk with the
appropriate person at the newspaper and report to consistory.

Zimmerman grant: Barb received a letter concerning the Zimmerman grant that St. John applied
for to offset some of the cost of the Accessibility project. Unfortunately, we did not receive any
money from the grant.

The meeting was concluded with prayer.
Consistory meetings have been moved to the 2". Thurs. in the month. The next meeting will be
held on Aug. 10™.
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St John United Church Of Christ ~ Treasurer's Report ~ June 2017

5/31/2017 Balance on hand - Checking Account

General Fund Deposits

Other Deposits

Transfer from Money Market Acct
Balance and Receipts
Disbursements

6/30/2017 Balance on hand - Checking Account

5

1,630.57
5,620.00
$308.50
$ 1,200.00
$ 8,759.07
$ (7,380.81)
$ 1,378.26

R

38,603.00
881.64
6,800.00
46,284.64
(46,302,50)

Envelope Offering S 5,530.00
Plate Offering $ 90.00 Anonymous Donations
Sunday School Miscellaneous 3 308.50
Total General Fund $ 5,620.00 Total Other Deposits $ 308.50
Money Market Account Fund
Memorial Fund- Balance beginning of month: $ 38,433.55
Transfer to Checking ($1,200.00)
Check #
Contribution 3 113.00
End of month balance $ 37,346.55
Funeral Lunch Donations $ 688.42
Contribution/Check # 1030 $ (49.29)
End of month balance $ 639.13
Mrs.Floyd Burris Mission $  750.68
Check #
Check #
End of Month Balance $ 750.68
Clothes Closet Fund $ 1,110.55
Check #
Contribution
End of Month Balance $ 1,11055
Capital Fund - Balance beginning of month: $ 358.29
Contribution
End of month balance $ 358.29
Savings Fund - Balance at beginning of month: $ 131.31
Contribution
Interest $ 13.25
End of month balance $ 14456
Total $ 40,349.76
The Fund - Balance at beginning of month: $40,970.29 Deposited in Money Market Acct
Fidelity - Balance at beginning of month: $78,926.72 Deposited in Money Market Acct

TOTAL MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT FUND

$ 160,246.77
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ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST TREASURER'S REPORT JUNE 2017
SALARIES & BENEFITS Monthly Expenditures Year-To-Date 2017 Budget
101a Pastor's Base Salary - Gross $ 1,066.82
101b Pastor's Travel Expense s 118" 16,230.00 | 3 3366000
102a Pastor's Housing Allowance $ 1,591.00 | $ 9,546.00 | $ 17,892.00
102b Pastor's FICA Allowance $ 210.00 | $ 127160 | $ 2,575.00
104 Pastor's Hospitalization Allowance $ 156.00 | $ 865.80 | $ 1,872.00
106 Pastor's In-Service Training $ 200.00 |
107a Pastor's Books & Periodicals $ __200.00
108 Secretary Wages - Gross $ 14862 | $ 1,809.12 | $ 4,428.00
109 Custodian Wages-Gross [ § 41534 | $ 249204 [$ 4,984.00
110 Organist Wages - Gross $ 300.00 | $ 2,100.00 | $ 4,050.00
111 Choir Director Wages - Gross $ 50.00 | $ 900.00 | S 1,900.00
112 FICA/Workmen's Comp $ 150.24 | $ 68225 | $ 1,175.00
Employee Taxes WH $ (311.91)| $ (3,033.65)| $ -
Total e $ 541429 | § 32,863.16 | §  72,936.00 |

“ADMINISTRATION T ]
203 Telephone $ 14543 | $ 92572 | $ 1,740.00
204 Postage & Office Supplies $ 29756 | $ 1,338.54 | $ 1,600.00
205 Offering Envelopes $ 225.00
207 Maintenance of Equipment 3 7546 | $ 573.99 | § 2,200.00
208 Outreach & Church Growth $ 5144 | § 12416 $ ) 225.00
209 Altar Committee - $ 100.00
210 Worship $ 43466 1 $ 600.00
211 Tuning & Repair $ 500.00 |
215 Pulpit Supply o . $ 375.00
217 Social Functions $ 200.00
Total $ 569.89 | $ 3,397.07 | $ 7,765.00

| BUILDINGIGROUNDS OPERATIONS _
301 Building/Grounds Operations 1% 606.56 | $ 2,500.00
302 Insurance & Taxes $ 232832 | § 4,700.00
303 Utilities $ 610.16 | $ 3,753.96 | $ 9,000.00
Total $ 610.16 | $ 6,688.84 | $ 16,200.00
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - R

400 Christian Education $ 9500 (% 250.00
Total $ - $ 95.00 | $ 250.00
BENEVOLENCES
504 T4-C $ 300.00
505 Food Pantry o , , , $ ~500.00 |
Total $ I - s 800.00
TOTAL BUDGET DISBURSEMENTS $ 6,594.34 | $ 43,044.07 | $ 97,951.00

10
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ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST TREASURER'S REPORT JUNE 2017

| NON-BUDGET - IN & OUT FUNDS |

SPECIAL EXPENDITURES Monthly Expenditures Year-To Date
603 Special Offering - OCWM

603.1 Offering - OGHS

603.2 Offering - Neighbors In Need

603.3 Offering - The Christmas Fund
"606 Memorial Fund Transfers (Burris Fund)

' 608 Local Projects Non Budgeted 3 224.79
Total s - |s - 22479 O
State Income Tax Withheld - paid grtrly $ 119.156 | $ 323.70
City Income Tax Witheld-paid grtrly $ 74.08 | § 182.62
Federal Tax Withheld - paid grirly $ 593.24 | § 2,527.33
Total . $ 786.47 | § 3,033.65

NET DISBURSEMENTS |8 7,380.81 | § 4630251 | § ~ 97,951.00




